about the extent of the Death 
Ot Cunris r. 


Being 


To 
| Mr.Paul Hobſon's pretended Anſwer 


to the Author's 


Fourteen Queries andten Abſurdities, 
2 With 
A bricf and Methodical Comrrtnxnoiunmn ot 
the DoRtine of the Holy Scriptures, clearing np the 


riches of Gods loye to all mankinde, and his de- 
fires to ſave chem that yet wilfully perith. 


Alſo 


Of Erzcrion and Rrpx OBATION , whcreon 
| they do depend; and how the ObjeQions againſt the 
Truth hereof, may be Anſwered. 
Wherecunto is added, 


The fourteen Queries and ten Abſucdities pretend- 
ed to be Anſwered by M", Paw Hobſon, 

bur are wholly omitted 
in his Book. 


_ 
” , \.. 
fy VIA Tex tl; Do 


£ 


LONDON: 
Printed for Richard Moon, a: the ſeven Stars in | 
Pan's Church-yard, 1 65 7. | 


EM fa 


To the Church of Chriſt: at 


NEWCASTLE, 


in God the Father and in 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


mA He grace of our Lord be multi- 
| plied upon youall, and ſtrength- 
en you 1n every good word and 

& work 
You may remember that one 
Mr, Paul Hotſon, who proleſierh 
) and preaches up that faith which 
teaches a man to doubt whether Chriſt died for him 
or no, did write a little book by way of Anſwer to 
the fourteen Queries , and ten Abſurditics which I 

preſented unto him 

Which book I thought I was bound to an{wer,for 
the ſake of truth , becauſe he doth labour by ſo ma- 
ny ſubrilties to overthrow the very foundation of the 
Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt : And indeed,had there not 
been an urgent neceffity compelling me thercto,- I 
ſhould nor have undertaken ſuch a task, being I con- 
teſs very unable to manage ſo great a work,in ſuch a 
lick manner ; which I have done, though accor- 
ding to truth and my beſt endeavours, yer not with- 
out fome fears , leſt my weakneſs ſhould difadvan- 
tage the righteous and undoubted cauſe I have in 
hand. TI had alfo another diſcourazcement upon my 
ſpirit, when I conſidered how many moſt excellent 
works are now in Print alrcady,about this ſubje&,(o 
far tranſcending what 1could tay;Notwithſtanding I 
Fe 2 wa* 


The Epiſile Dedicatory. 
was pertwaded to adventure,uponthis confideration, 
Thar if I ſhouldbave buried all in ilence , many of 
the Lords people might have ſtumbled, and fallen 
trom the truth of the Goſpel, and the adverſaries 
taercof would have triumphed, an4 {o have hardned 
their necks more and more againit the light of the 


elory of Go.l, ſhiniag forth to all rae world, in the. 


tace of Jetus Chriit, 

I detire you (dear Brethren), to accept this my 
ſmall, an4 firit work ot this nature, in right good 
pare, and ſeriouſly peruſe it over with an artenrive 
eye; Ihaveenlcavourcd as mucn brevity as would' 
ſtand with plainnels, Nt 

If any thing at firſt reading ſeem-ſtrange to you, 
read ir over again : I havenor willingly crred in any 
thing in this work, that I know of : Idelire you to: 
(hroud this little Tra under your protection , for 
i: 18 not like to be the ſafer tor being innocent (I 
mean i'th* world ) it was not the modeſty of Su- 
[aaa that was able to ſecure her from the indite- 
ment of the Elders , and 'twas the innocency of Jo- 
ſep, that made his Miſtriſs pronounce him guilty. 
Bur ye unto waom Goud hath given a ſpirit of diſcer- 
ning berween truth and errour, I trult will detend 
this lictle book, becauſe ir labours to deffend the 
truth, 

I pray God of heaven to encreaſe in you all vertu- 
ous and ſound Principles, that from thence may 
ſpring, and alſo encreaſe a holy and Godly converſa- 
tion, more and more, until we come to be perted& be- 
fore our God in Sox, This is the earneſt requzſt of 

Yours inthe Lerd Jeſus 


W.P. 


To theReider. 

Courtcous RzaDER, 

ID: 'yly experience makes me ſenſitle that the Der il ' 
never wanted cunning ruyentions to court men ts 
the tmbracing of falſe Doftrine, and moſt com- 

monly ſuch falſe Do&rine whoſe natural tendency us to carry 
on the great deſign of Satan tn the world , to wit, ungodl:- 
ne ſi , and unholine f of life and converſation : Fur he al- 
ways labours to counter-plot the Almighty in all bis deſigns: 

We may obſerve throughout the whole ſtream of Gods word, 
Gods great deſign 1s to deſtroy the works of the devil, that 
is ſin, and to make men boly , to the end that he might make 
them happy : Now Satan that arch-enemy of mankind, he 
ſeeketh above all things to hinder this worksfor by bindy1ig 
righteouſneſs, he knows he ſhall hinder the happineſsof God's 
creatures : and tecauſe be well percerves that Gods deſign ts 
to promote the work of 11ghteouſne [{ 11 all people, that ſo he 
might make all happy; Satan there projefeth alwayes to 
counter-plot God, labourtng to promote fin in all ,, that ſo he 
might promote the miſery of all men : Solarge as Gods love 
extendeth 172 endeauourtng to ſave, even ſo far alſo doth 
the exvy of the Devil extend in his endeavors to damne. 
And for 'as much as God hath t1ed himſelf that he will not 
work Phyſically upon man, nor trreſiſtibly, but by gentle 
perſwaſrons upon hopes of glory, andfeares of puniſhment, 
and the devil hath not power to work otherwiſe then by alure- 
ments, and promiſes, and threatnzngs, which he 1s not atle 
to perform: 

"\'1 ſay,berauſe God will not, and the devil cannot work up- 
on man, otherwiſe then by perſwafiogs, therefore it comes to 
paſſe that all men are netther ſaved nor damned , but onely 
thoſe 


To the Reader. 
thoſe ſaved that are willing to let the Lord work on them,and 
alſo are willing to work with himin purifying and cleanſing 
themſel:ies from ſin ; and onely thoſe damnedythat refuſs 
Gorls work, do yield themſelues to the working and way ks 0 
$4125, Nw theſe things,though they are moſt plain tyath,. 
2d 40 ſure right. well with good reaſon, juſtice, and equity , 
i! they axe ach oppſed, by too many 1n-0ur dayes., whoſe 
aval-t5 tz great for their knowledge.” I defire thee, moſt 
* ode Reager, to read this little Book ſeriouſly, and weigh it 
4 11/9 Zelince of Truth and ſound Reaſon , and ſee nþe- 
"1 V2 964%; ſpoken to thy reaſqn; and ſearchthoſe Scrip- 
winch [ ha ye Jjuoted 5 if they be not to the purpoſe e in 
i, 4zdwhether my deſign be izat to magnifie the ampli - 
tude of Gods grace to ſinners, by which they are undoubted- 
"hap to amendment of life, upon a ſure and certain 
ope of glory, aid not upon any uncertain ſound of the Goſ- 
pil As they av that limit the general promiſes of the 
Goſpel unto a few oxely, and without condition, making an 
unknown and ſecret decree of EleRton to be the ground of 
thets faith ;. and [0 tis no marvel if their faith be unſted- 
faſt, and fall of fears and drabts, when the foundation of it 
s no better. 
But I will detain; thee no longer from the book it ſelf, le(f 
T ſhould make my.Porch too 612 for the Cottage to which #4. 
l-adeth. But I commit thee ta the gurdance of God, in the 
. reading hereaf,, that thou mayſt not onely be brought ta the 
acknowledging of thafe truths herein contained , but alſa 
and chiefly that thou me in the power and and ſirength 
thereof leye according to that grace of God which- bringeth 
bis. ſaluation unto all men, | or the ſame purpoſe that they 
ſbould derry uagodtyne {i and worldly Iuſts, and Woe ſoberly 
@nd 71ghteouſly 13 this preſent world, 
* Fs © 


Sonnd Dottrine> : 


OR, by 
The Doctrine of the Goſpel | | ! 
about the exteat of the | | 


Death of Chriſt, of 


MSG . Ear friend, I received your book,in which : 0-H 


A that have read it, 
EY Iamamazedtotake notice how cog» "1 
M4 fident you ſeem to be, in ſo bottomleſs a | jj 
WS We buſineſs as you maiarain g and with what we 
ſubtilry (not to ſay fraud) you paſs over the energic and force of | 
my Arguments, without notice z and how you pretend that *is 111 BY 
an opinion yery dangerous, to hold that Chriſt died for all alike ; Il 
and yet you your ſelf maintaining hedied for all 2 as if. he died } 
more for one then another ; and as if he died to ſave onely ſome, wn 
and dyed for the reſt to damne them. I pray where do you i... 
learn that diftinAn of dying for all, but not all alike ? was &- TR 
ver ſuch a'thing tieard of among any that had the uſe of their Ml) 
reaſon Þ I defy no greater advantage agxinſt you, then that you 
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are by, * 
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& you haye done, let the Godly wiſc judge "ot 
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2) 
areconſtrained (and fo are all of your opinion) to ſpeak with- 
out Art, without Scripture, without Reaton, and agaialt all che 
beftof Aatiquitics. | 
The holy Scriptures do indeed moſt plainly tell us, chat Chriſt 
died for all, as you haye alſo quoted, eb.3.16. & 16.33. 
2 Cor.3.19,1 Jo.. 2,1 Joh.4.14:Heb,2.9, but do any or all 
of thee, or any otber,fay that he died ot tor them alike, or that 
he died for ſome more then other ? } | 
I (hall not rake upon me to write an anſwer to all your im- 
pertinear allegations, and particulars in your book, becauſe I 
judge *wi!l be a miſ-pence of time, and blotcing of paper to no 
purpoſe. And were it not that I feared my fhilence would occaſion 
you to be wiſe in your own conceit, I would not have troubled* 
my ſelf to make any Reply unto your feigned doRtrine z for I 
do not much fear that many conſiderate, good and ſober meg, 
will be miſled by ſuch grouadleſs conceits : But being perſwad- 
ed that poſſibly ſome weak perſons may be miſled by the pre- 
tended holyne(s of your felfand DoRrine, therefore I did reſolye 
ro write an Anſwer to your book : which if you will oeigh ſe- 
riouſly inchebalance of truth, I hope ic may put a flop to the 
cxOrditgacy of your Judgement ; it being the molt fir way (yea 
the way of our bleſſed Lord Jeſus) to reduce mers vile conyer- 
lations , by firſt purifying cheir hearts by faith: and he who is 
not firltcleanſed in the inlide of his heart, no maryel if his aQi- 
ons be unclean, he that judgeth not rightly of Gods wayes, no 
maryel if he order not his own aright : if 1 judge that God 
may pretend. the grace of the Goſpel (5.e. remiſſion of fins and 
Salvation upon amendment of life ) unto all ; proteſting to them 
all,chat he defixes their weal, and yer iatends it vacly to a few of 
them 2 1 ſay, If I judge God may do thus, and yer be juſt, no 
maryel then if Ido alſo deal ſo with men my ſelf ; this opinion 
alrogether iadulging ſuch a praQtiſe: for we are to follow the 
example of God, both in Juſtice and holynefs, and all other 
perfeRtion 2 and 'cis notoriouſly known to all conſiderate men, 
that the DoRtine of the Goſpel in eyery part of it, is calculated 
for the Meridian of Godligeſs z that being the grea defign of 
God in the world, by all the Do&rines and preceps of the Golſ- 
pel, to lay obligations upoa met to be holy im their conyerſati- 
ons ? 


ti. 


3 

628 : how by this you may know Truth from Errour; for that 
Dodrine whole natural tendeacie is toexcite and provoke men 
to good and godly life , is molt afſuredly from heaven g bur 
that teaching, or thoſe opiaions, that ſo much as but incline mn 
to, or allow them in, any unclean or unrighteous pathes (as your 
Dodrine doth) is certaialy not from heaven, but earthly, ſen» 
ſual, and deviliſh, as will afterward more fully appear, A 

I ſhall now begia wich your firlt chiag,; Youlay,: page 2 


. that [did not propound my queſtions to be informed : and 


therein you were very right ; for indeed I thank my Gad, 1 was 
no: diffident of, but believing in'them, when { -put them toyou 
bur I did ie.co inform yougand to reAifie your and others Judges 
ments, that jadge not aright of God, 

You fay, That my Queries are founded wpon a groundleſs 
ſuppoſition, to wit, rbat jou do not hold that Chrift died for 
all , which you ſay you do, bat not all alike. 1 anſwer, My 
Queries haye a good foundation: for if you maintain Chriſts 
dying for all in no other way then your nonſenſical way , *%is all 
one as if you had ſaid i» termini he had not died for all ; for if 
he did not Gie cficRually for all, at leaſt fo far as to open a door 
of falyation for one as freely a$ another, to what purpoſe was his 
death, and what ben*fi: have moſt men by his death? you fay, 
They are freed frem the curſe of Adam: but is that all? 
are you {o carnal ? have you ſuch ignoble thoughts of the ever- 
blefſed God ? and have you forgotten Job.3.17.Fohb.1.7.That 
all men might be {aved, and the many other places might be 
named. wherein ths Lord declares his defire to haye all ſaved; 
b.iag grieved and troubled in ſpirit when they will periſh ? ac- 
cording to thee Scriptures 3 Ezekt8.32,Chap3 31 1, er 4c 
I9.7ndg.10.16.Lyke 19.41, 

You make ſuch a confuted work ia your proofs for Chiilts:dy- 
iog for all. as I never heard. jp 

Firſt,you will ner have it proved from theſe places, Jeb.3.1 6. 
3 Cor.85.19 &c. bectuſe you ſay che word World is taken 
diverſlyjn Sc;ipture: Somerimes for the whale, ſometimes for a 
part ; ſometimes for the wicked, and fometimes {you .ay 4lfo) 
for believers alſo: but that's falſe ; chatthe wordWFordd is.caken 
many times for lels chen the whole, I kgow, and:you needed = 
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ſo have belabored yaur ſelf to prove it. What if it be meant for leſs 
then all ſometimes ? yer ſometimes it doth include all, as you allo 
confeſs ; and whenſoever the death of Chriſt for all, or his deſire 
to ſave all, is ſpoken of, in this caſe it mult be meant all, for ſeve- 
ral good Reaſons and Conſiderations, as you ſhall hear after- 
wards : onely take this one to chew upon in the mean 
Lime. 

/ "Tis taken from Fob.1 2.47. where our bleſſed Saviour faith, 

" If any man hear bis words and believe not, be will not judge 

* Sims (that is,vow)rendring this reaſon! For 1 came not to jwdge 
rhe world, but to ſave the world. 

By the word Werld here, which Chriſt came to ſave, and not 
to judge, cannot be meant onely belieyers, if at all ; but ſuch as 
bearing do not believe; or elle the text will not be fenſe, for 
will the latter part be a reaſon to proy2 the affirmation in-the 
fore part of the verſe + bur the ſeaſe would thea be this (noaſence) 
If any man hear and believe nor, I judge him not: for I canke 
not to judge belieyers, bur to ſaye believers. I trow this reaſon 
may ſatisfie a man of reaſon. 

And whereas you fay that the werd World is ſcmetimes taken 
for the believers : that*s moſt untrue , it teicg rever taken for the 
becter part, though many times for the worfe or greater parts 
Your three prootes for it are ſo weak,that I think you might as 
fairlyand to as much purpoſe have cited Afarrh.1, to 7. the 
former of your three being grounded upon nothing but the ma- 
litious and.lying opinion of the Phariſees : what if the Pha» 
riſes did ſay (thinking a few too many to follow Chrift) Tha: 
the world was gone after him 5 was it therefore tr112, thar they 
werea world, or might properly be called che world ? fee your 
ſelf now in this glaſs. 

Your ſecond place, Row.11.1 2. doth prove no more to a 
man that hath any brains, but chat the Gentiles are there called 
the Yorldg not the Ele onely among the Gentiles, bur the 
Nations of Gentiles, who uſually were called che World in op* 
politiog'to that one Nation of the Jews. 

Your third place, Zob,17.21,23-is meant of the world, not 
of believers. z_ our Saviour being there praying for his own diſci- 
ples, that they might be ſounired to the Father ; and made one 

with 
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with him, that chey might the b:tter be enabled in cheir great 
work of preachiag the Goſpel roall the world, that the world 
might thereby be convinced to know that thow baft ſent me, and 
T ſent them : tor he faith, verſ.18, As thow haſ® ſent me into 
the world, ſo bave I ſent them into the world (that is, into 
believers, quoth Mr. Hobſon) Allo he prayeth that they may be 
kept from the evil of the world,ver(.1 5.(is that from the eyil of 
believers ?) 

Truely I have wondred that your underſtanding ſhould be fo 
ipfacuated as to ſummon Scriptures together ſo uaduly :but I re- 
member *tis ſaid, 7 he Lord catches the wiſe in thiir own craft. 
God is juſt therein. 

I pray God you ſeriouſly lay it to heart, for what cauſe the 
Lord hath thus blinded, or ſuffered your miadeto be blinded, fo 
as you are not able to diſcern a Truth from an Errour , nay to 
love Errour rather thea Truth, and would brisg Scriptures to 
proye it too z and for want of them, you bring them that ra« 


ther dilprove its 
Next you come, (youſay)to your affi;matiog,viz.that Chriff 


died for all, but no: all alike, pag.6, 


Firſt, you prove that he died forall, out of/7 58.4.1 0, Heb. 
2.9. who denies it ? you might haye as well proy:d it from thoſe , * 


forementioned places which you excepted againſt ; the word 
every man,Heb.2.9, b:ing taken as diverſly as the word World ; 
but that you thought you woul 1 have ſome newefangled way 
(forfooth) by your lelt roproye it ; for T think eruely we may 
give you the honour { or rather diſhonour ) fof inventing ic ; 
never any before having ſo much boldneſs, or ſo little wit, as to 
maiagtain Chrilts dying tor ail from thoſe places , and not from 
the other ; or that held he dicd for all, but not all alike, 

Ia the next place you beſtir you molt monſtrouſly, and lay 
about you to prove that which ſcarce any will deny , ſcil. chac 
Chrift by his death hath rakea cff che cure due ro Adans from 
all met, and freed all men from the killing power of that Rates 
And not coftented with your Scripture-proofs, you ſtill huddle 
in more then a good many of a kinde of Scholafhcal Argu- 
pents to back that which will eafily be granted : but this per- 


adyexture wgs to ſhe your Scholarſþip , and it may be your 
Bs | maſts 
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(6) 
-manlineſs, how couragiouſly you can figh: when gone oppoſeth 
yi: ; But what of this ? what if Chriſt did do all this for all 
men 2 doth that proye he did no more for them ? if nog you have 
labonred in yain. 

Bur ic may be that ſhall be proyed in the ſecond parc of your 
affirmation ; therefore I haften to it, 5c. that Chriſt died not 
for all alike. 

And this you ſay you will proye in eight particulars ; ſome of 
which are ſonotoriouſly untrue, and others ſo impercinently al» 
leged, that they are ſcarce worthy of an anſwer, Yet left you 
ſhould triumph, and crie Yieimas, 1 ſhall give a brief reply to 
each of them in their ordec. | 


Firſt, That there ts a people, which God hath cheſen and. 


EleBled | in bis Son (mark that) before the world was ; 

Whodenies it ? and yer what a quoil the m2n makes to proye 
it ? do I deny EleQtion or chuſing out of the wor!d ? ao, I believe 
it, Toat God chuſeth (as the Prophet very ficly ſeth) the god- 
ly man to himſelf, P(a.4.3. and alfo that before the world was, 
he determined fo todo; and thatis as much of EleRion as can be 
proved in Scripture that God dori uſe. 

And whereas you ſay, That Faith was an effeft of ordinati« 
on ; and you bring AfF.1 3.48.to prove : i: I fay,as *is melt une 
erue,and againſt the current of Scriptures, and Reaſon, fo pare 
ticularly chat of 4.13.48. is cirefly and plainly againft 
you ; and I ſhall retort ic unaycidably upon you : The Evarge» 
lift Luke there being about ro let Theophitas know who, or 
what perſ:ns were ordained to life, be doth molt plaialy fay 
they were believers , yea be reftrains it from any others but beliee 
vers, ia ſaying ( As many as were ordained to etereal life | be- 
lieved|) not a man more was ordained but ſuch as| belieyed.] 
Let any man now ask his Reaſon which of theſe is firft, Or- 
dination or Believing ; and certainly Reaſon will tell him chat 
Believing mult be firft, eſpecially if he coalulc with Joh.1.1 2. 
Even to ſo many ms belitved on bis name , to them he gave 
power 36 become the Sors of God, Bu: perhaps you way fan- 
cle that Ortination muſt? there be ficſt , becouſe the order of the 
words is firft, 1f you ſhould be ſo ſenceleſs , then conſider, 
would ir not be a ridiculous conceit , to think that a Bullock 

hath 
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| ) 
hath hotns, b:fore he hath 70 becauſe *tis ſaid, Phl.69.3) 
This ſhall pleaſe the better then a Bulloch which bath horns 
and hoofs ? and would it not be as ridiculous, to think that men 
are ſaved before called, becauſe *is ſaid , 2 Trim. 1.9, Who «th 
ſaved 4,aud called ag? if yer ye ſhould be ſo tull as rot town» 
derftand chat Luke here intends Believing wasbefore Orcination, 
becauſe he names Ordination firſt, I ſhall give you a Similitude, 
Suppoſe the Kirg of a Nation, having many Captives at his 
will and mercy , do make Proclamation unto them all , thac 
whoever humble himſelf? ſhall be ordained to life, they 
that refuſe ſhall be purſued with fire avd ſword vnto death 2 
now ſuppoſe that I being in that country , ſee divers of 
ther humbling themſelyes, and fo fiade acceptance with the Kings 
and are ordained to life ; and 1 come oyer to you and cell you 
the Rory ; 1 ſay thus, And as many as were ordained to life (or 
had acceptance With the King) humbled themſelyes ; wiil you be 
fo weak as to judge that their humbling .was not before their 
choice, though mentioned laſt in words,when as *is made a con» 
dition of their acceptance ? 

I Reaſ. Next you come to your Reaſons, in which you- moſt 
unreaſonably ſay , That what{oeyer comes to paſs, was before 
determined of God. Oh impudence ! the height of blaſphemie-z 
whatevery thing determined of God ? what if 2 man lieth with 
anothec mans wife ? or be drunk ? was that determined of 
God ? every thing was, then theſe things were; Oh ! bluſh 
and be aſhamed in maintaining ſuch ſordid opinions as theſe 
are. 

2 Rea, Secondly you ſay, Whatſoever God doth for ne, in 
relation to heaven, before Grate was wrought in 11, it done 
beforetime. But Eletion, or chuſing of 1m, ts dont for 16 
before Grace us wrenght in us, Eigo. 

The bold afſumption of this fooliſh Syllogiſme, is moſt noto- 
riouſly falſe, being agaiaſt the current of Scripture ; and choſe 
places you alledge for probation therecf, do prove no more, bur. 
that God loyes us, and hath given his Son co die for us, even be» 
fore we loyed him, and ſo he hath doge for all. But this is no 
chufiag or EleRion ſuch as you ſpeak cf from the reſt, bur -nely 
a general loying of all, ſo as to cadeayour their lyatiog by 

on 


| Son Jeſus Chriſt, This ſhall be more fully cleered whea T hay? 
done anſwering to your particulars, when I come to ipeak cf 
conditional EleQion made i intuition of our being ia Chrilt,aad 
agaialt irreſpeRtive decrees. 

2. Your ſecond particular, That God hath a ſpecial deſigne 
for the advaxcewent of bis graze and love to carry on by 
Chriſt for them, and thems oxely ; is direRly falley and diam?» 
trally eppoſite to theſe Scriptures, Aſat.9.13.Rom.5.6,18,19, 
2Pet.3.9.Exck,18.30,31,32,Chap.33.11. and therefore [ 
ſhall retura nv more anſwer toit;his defign being ro work grace 
in all, that he might ſave all; though moſt will nor receive grace, 
and ſome receive it in vain. 

3. Your third particular being grounded upon the former 
falſe ones, mult of courſe be alſo falſe it ſelf zand fo much for 
It's 

4+ Your fourth particular, That Gods deſogne was ſatisfa- 

#ion for all ſin, and the purebaſe of eternal life, &c, 

If you mean he haye purchaſed theſe thin 1 
aſſeat toit, and ſo he hath done for all. ' But if you mean he 
hath done it for ay , other wayes then upon conditions perfor- 
mable by them, then 1 desy ir, as moſt untrue , according to the 
ſpeech of our Saviour to his Diſciples, Marth. 6.14. If ye for- 
give wot men, neither will your beaventy father forgive you : 
So that*cis to be noted that forgiveneſs is upon conditions and 
alſo*tis ro be noted that forgiveneſs ard blotting out of (in, is ne: 
properly in this life, ao other wayes then ina promiſe z we may 
be ſaid to be forgiven , ever as we may be faid to be now 
faved , ſee AF.3.9. Sin being properly blotted eur when there 
can be no more remembrance of it , But now yet (in may be re- 
membred againft thoſe righteous men that turn from rheic right» 
couſneſs, and all their righteouſneſs ſhall be forgotten. 

That which czuſerh you ſo plegcifully ro erre in your next 
particulars, is your not underſtanding what Chriſt came to do 

ou take it for granted,1 ſee, that Chrift came to do all the work 

ho the EleR, fo that cheis fins are pardoned, and they ſaved, ipſo 

faRo, and without any condition ig them gz if that were true ig- 

deed,that thoſe he died for, be had done ſo for them,chen his death 

indeed could act haye beg for all, wale(s all ſhoyld OI 
aye 
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(9) 
ed, But *cis moſt evidently true, Thar he hath aor.ſo died for any: 
What the Father intended he ſhould do by death, that indeed le 
did finiſh and compleat, viz. offer up himſelf a propitiatory (a- 
crifice to God, that he might opea a way unto remiftioa of fins, 
and falyation for all y bur did effeRt ir fully for none withouc 
themlelyes. 

And b:cauſe the greateſt part of the erroucs of your book are 
founded upon this grols miſtake, I ſhall ſpeak a few things more 
to it, before I leave ir, although I have faid enough alceady in 
2 maner to a conſidering perſon 3 fickt I will nore wherein we dit- 
fer in this point, 

You bold, chat when Chriſt was offered upon the croſs, be 
took away, put an end, blotted out, and utterly defiroyed all his 
peoples ſins for ever, and preſented them jult, righteous, and ho- 
ly, before God; nowT for my part, do diftiaguiſh between 
the cauſe and the effeR, berween the time of the one and the time 
of the other z but you jumble both rogerher. Theſe things 
were done,fays your opinion,whillt Chrift was on the croſs z but 

ay they are indeed doing, bur are not compleatly finiſhed cill 
is ſecond commicg, | 

And now I will proceed tq prove itzwhich if I do not by plain 
and unwrefted Scriptures then believe me not, The firſt place is 
1Cor.5.21. He bath made him that knew no Sings be Sin for 
*s , that we mi che be made the righteouſneſs of God in him. 
This Scripture was wrrittea by Paw after Chrilts death : now 
note herry he hath made him fin, that we might be made rightcs 
ous; he bath been, that we might be z paſt in him, and to come in 
us z he is fin in us firſt, we are righteoulaels of God in him atter- 
wards ; his being fin for us is the cauſe, our being righteoulaeſs is 
the effcA. 

A ſecond proofe is Tit.2.1 4. He pave himſelf for ws, that 
he might reders me from aſl iniquity, and purific, &c Na 
here allo that Chrifts end in giving himſelf was, thac he might 
purifie and cleanſe, &c, and we are cleanſed bur in part, then kis 
end is acompliſhed in part ; but when we are cleanſed chroughly, 
theg his end is wholly acompliſhed 2 he ſhall fickt cravel, and af- 
terwards fhall ſce of the travel of his Seuh Ia.2 5.31, 

_ A thitrdproofe, is Colr.1 5:23, Ana were _" we 
at 


(20 
bath reconciled in the Body of bo, fleſh through death,tomake 
Jou holy, nnblameable, and without fault in bis ſight : from 
whence doth appear plainly, 1 that Chriſts death was then paſt, 
2 that their ſpirics were in part reconciled chen. 3 that their being 
without ſpot was yet to come, 

A fourth proofe, Eph.s 2 Fg2 6,27, where nore, be £ave 
himſelf for his Church, that he might cleanſe it with the waſhing 
of water by the word, and that ke might preſent it not having 
ſpot or wrinkle &e, Minde it z he gave himſelf, that he might 
cleanſe, 2. cleanſerh that he might preſene ſpotleſs, &c. Firſt, he 
in love gives himſelf ; ſecond, he cleanſerh by his word ; third, af- 
ter clenfing he preſents it without ſpot or blemiſh 3 but ſpotleſ- 
neſs is not before, but at the appearing of Jeſus Chriſt , as you 
may ſce yet further in ICor,1.7 8, That ye may be blameleſs 
in the day of our Lord Jeſs Chriſt, Sec allo 1 Theſſ.2.19. 
Af.3.19. 

Bur unto all this,*cis very like you will reply, He hath taken Sin 


away already for the EleR, and wholly blotted it our, for cheſs 


Reaſons (as ſome of you call thean.) 
I. Becauſe he was ordained to take away fin. 
2, Becauſe he is mighty to ſaye, 
3. Becauſe he took fleſh upon him for this purpoſe. 
4. Becauſe *ris Gods will that by blood-ſhedding hz ſhould 
fanifie his. 
I anſwer, that though theſe are all cruths, yet they are not 
Reaſons to the matter in hand , for with what Reaſon will it ap- 
r that we are ſaved already, becauſe he is mighty to fave z/ or 
that fin is already done away, -b:rauſe he came to rake it away ; 
or that his people were perfeRly ſanRified, as ſoon as ever his 
blood was ſpilt, becauſe that *ewas Gods will his blood ſhould 
fanfifie z or that his people were ſpotleſs, juſt whea he died, bes 
cauſe he died that he might do it? Reaſon tells me,that things are 
not done, while they are in doing. Do you not know that pre- 
ſenting is after waſhing, and waſhing after blood ſpilling, Epb, 
9.25 ? and is not his blood(after 'tis ſpilt)ſprinkled 1n our hearts 
to cleanſe? Heb.10.22. 1Pet.1.2.T be blood of Chrif which 
through the cternal Spirit bath been offered, ſhall pnrge your 
eonſcienees from dead works, Hcb.9.1 4. his blood that is - 
reacy 
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ready fpilt , is ill the blood of fprinkling which doth ſpeak for 
us better things then the blood of Abel, Heb,12, 24. 

I would fain know what Goſpel your principle will ad mit to 
be preach'd to unbelievers fince the death of Chriſt ? with what 
Reaſon can you ſay, Believe on the Lord Jeſns Chriſt and ye 
ſhall be ſaved.to ſuch as ſaved are already?or to ſay, Repent that 
your ſins may be blotted ont, AR.3.19, touch whoſe fins are 
already blotred our, or never ſhall be ? for ſay you, The fins of the 
reprobate neyer (hall ; bur the (ins of the EleRare already. 

Alſo what reproof or dehortation againſt fin, cat you (face 
the death of Chriſt)give to thoſe whoſe (1ns were utterly deſtroy 
ed and done away at Chrifts death ? can they be took away and 
remain t00 ? nog nog this i3 againſt Reaſon z when God hath com» 
pleatly cleanſed his people they ſhall defile themſelves no more 
at all ; See Ezek.379.,23, 

If yerany ſhould ſtumble at this place, We have redemption 
through his blood, the forgiveneſs of Sins ; I anſwer, | have al. 
ready ſhowen that we have it already in a promiſe, and ſo we 
Have itty faiths bur we have ic not in accompliſhment yer ; we 
get walk by faith and not by fight, 2 Cor.5.7. 

Bur {ome of yeu yet further objeRt, That God bath prowiſed 
bis work ſhould proſper, 112.42.194.& Y5.11, 

I anſwer, his work ſhall certainly proſper, he hath purcha 
ſed what he was to purchaſe, and will accompliſh what he is to 
accompliſh : but if the time when he diedgwere the time nor one» 
ly to purchaſe,bur alſo to effeR ap utter deftruQion to fin, as you 
hold g then his work hath not proſpered : for neither my fins 
nor yours, are utterly deſtroyed as yet: and truly if onr fins ſhould 
not be otherwiſe waſht away then yet they are, we ſhould bein 
a fad condition gand if Chriſt hath preſented us before God al- 
ready ,then hath he preſented us faulty,not faultleſs: for if we lay, 
(as yet) That we have no fin, we lit, and truth ts not in as, 
I 7ob.1.8, 

4 are ObjeRions yer ingumerable, which I let paſs, onely 
anſwering one more ſomewhat material. 

Obje#. Chriſt would not anſwer the type, if he did. not 
quite take away fin, For as Adam bronght all in bins under fin 


and condemnation ; So Chrift hath madt all in biz righteous 
C 3 Rom, 


C12) 26g Y 
Rom.5.1 2; So the priefls are ſaid, To make atonement for the 
people,and to cleanſe then from all their fins before the Lord, 
Levit.1 6,30. So Chriſthath preſenced all his without ſpot alſo. 
So the peoples tranſgrefſions were lay'd on the Scape- goats head; 
who carried them Nd 0 fo ire 

Arnfw.. Firſt, as none finned in Adem before they were in 
"Adam, ſo none are righteous. before they are in Chriſt, Like- 
wiſe as we are in Adam by the firft, foare we in Chriſt by the 
_ birth ; our firft beg in Chriſt is by faith, See Pbut. Jo 
09. / 

Secondly,we are in Adam before we are in Chriſt, atd ſoare 
fingers before we are righteous: we cannot be cleanſed, till we 
are firſt unclean, That us wot firſt which & Spiritual , but that 
which is Natxral, and afterwards that which is Spirituad, 
x Cor.1 5. But if men ſhouid be in Chriſt byEleRion before time, 
a$ you _ (that 1 fay not wickedly) affirm, then St. Pani 
had been in Chriſt as ſoon as any other : but he direly faith thac 
Andronicus and Junia his kinimen were in Chriſt before him, 
Rom.1 6.7. 

To the ſecond Type I Reply, that the atonement was before 
ceanfing 2 for faith the place plainly , The Prieff ſhell make 
atonement for you, to cleauſt you, that you may be clean from 
all your fins before the Lord, Levit.16.30. And not onely 
here, but everywhere in the Lay, it will appear, that firſt fn was 
commirted, 

Secondly,Blood was fpilt. 

Thirdly, ſpriakled on the Sinner. 

Fourthly, after all this, wich other circumftances, the parties 


were clean. 
; ©  Solikewiſe, 
» 1. Wearefianers. 

2, Chriſts blood is ſpilt for af atonement. 

3+ By faich*tis ſprinkled on our hearts, 

4. After all chis,we are cleaafed, 

Tothe third Type 1 Neply, Thar the peoples fins were lay*d 
©h the ſcape-goars head after the. flain-goat was flain, and he 
carried them away after they were layed on his head'; apply 


Buz ] fear I have made too lotg digrefſion, and yer I thought n 
necg- 


| CHAT ig > | | 
needful r 22d fo miich THall vet your four particulars z now 
to the fifth, © - bs | 
-- 5, That faith which is required of all them that enjoy him, is 
CINTEPEE leftions - 

This you ſay you ill proye chreewayes ; 

ee ST ere 

5, From the natore of cauſes, 

3. From'the nzatre of che thing, 


foryottr Argument M.1 3.48. I hare already curted off 1 ocecqy as | 
your own breft, And or the other places, -<-2a- I oo. 
they prove no more, bur that God loves maa before he loyes /» c le rad 

that God doth not love him more 6- 


the point of nagai 


God, burrthey donor 

zfrer Frckny wy the deſore. T'grant; he loves all men firſt, 
before they laye him ; hut when they laye bim again, then he loves 
chem wich « gretter dye, with a loye of EleAioa, as ſhall be 
more fully manifeſted afrerwards. 

+ Secondly, fron the natyre of cauſes, your Argument is ſuch 
z medly»meſs of nonſeace, that I know not what to make or's, 
which you begin with a dire& unteuth, in ſaying, That you ſee [ 
have drawn my Abfurdities out of Hewe Haggars book ; when, 
as I never ſaw it, ſol never heard of ic till I read yours, 

Thirdly from the nature of the thing (Eleftion) you would 
proveEle&ion tobe the cauſe of Faith : waro all which I ſhall 
fpeak joyntly , and make the ſhame of them appear to all 
men that read them 2 And hercia 1 mult be diamerrially oppoſed 
agzinſt you, becauſe you bring in fuch a Hyfteron Proteron, 
the Cart before the Horſe, that I muſt of necefficy invert your 
order, or rather diforder. 

And therefore 1 do affirm, that EleRion is fot the cauſe of 
faith and good works z buc faithand good works the cauſe of 
our Eleon or Gods chufing of us. 

I. Iproye it by Scripture, 

2, I proye ir from the nature of cauſes, 

3. From the Nature of EleRion. 

' I. From Seripturt,{ will onely refer you to coaſule theſe places 
hereafter named, AZ. 1 3,48. Job.1.12., Pſa.4+3. 70b.16. 
27, Rev.3,10. | 

3+ From che Nature of cauſes, I will obſerye this rule: if EleRi- 
Oh 
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Rom.5.1 2; So the priefls are ſaid, To make atonement for the 
people,and to cleanſe thens from all their fins before the Lord, 
Leyit.1 6,30. So Chriſthath preſented all his without ſpot alſo. 
So the peoples tranſgreflions were lay'd on the Scape- goats head; 
whocarried them aways © © © 
Avnfw.. Firſt, as none finned in Adem before they were in 
"Adam, ſo none are righteous: before they are in Chriſt, Like- 
wiſe as we are in Adam by the firft, foare we in Chriſt by the 
_— birth $ our firft beg in Chrift is by faith, See phil Jo 
$9. { 
Secondly,we are ih Adam before we are in Chriſt, atid fo are 
fingers before we are righteous: we cannot be cleanſed, till we ( 
are firſt unclean, That u wot fir ff which & Spiritual , but that | 
t 


which ts Natural, and afterwards that which « Spiritucd, 
x Cor. 1 5. But if men ſhouid be in Chriſt byEleQion before time, 
a$ you _— (thac T fay not wickedly) affirm, then St. Pax! 
had been in Chriſt as ſoon as any other : but he direAlly faith thac 
Andronicua and Juni his kinimen were in Chriſt before him, : 
Rom.1 6:7» . ' 

To the ſecond Type I Reply, that the atonement was before | 
ceaafing 2 for faith the place plainly , The Prieff ſhall make 
atonement for you, to cleanſt you, that you may be clean from 
all your fins before the Lord, Levit.16.309. And not onely 
here, but everywhere in the Lay, it will appear, that firſt (in was 
committed. 

Secondly,Blood was fpilr. | 

Thirdly, ſprinkled on the Sinner. 

Fourthly, after all this, wich other circumſtances, the parties - 


were Clean. 
; © © Solikewiſe, | 
» 1, Wearefioners. 

2, Chriſts blood is ſpilt for ati atonemenr, 

3. By faith'tis ſprinkled on our hearts, 

4. After all this,we are cleaafed, 

Tothe third Type I Reply, Thar the peoples fins were lay'd 
©h the ſcape-goars head after the. flain-goat was flain, and he 
carried them away after they were layed on his head : apply 
this: 


But I fear I haye made too lodg digrefſion, and yer I Guagfek 
necd- 
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needful r 22d fo miich Tal rv fo yout four particulars z now 
to the fifth. © - o | 
5, Thatfaith which is required of all them that enjoy him, is 
nor # cauſe but xrreffe& of EleHions : 
This you ſay you will proye three wayes ; 
xr. from Scrrpttite | | 


5. Frei the attre of cauſes; 
9. Fr onthe nzntre of the thing, 


foryottr Argumenc M.1 3.48. I hare already curted off mm oecy ag 
by a own breft, And For the other places, »-<-2- Jar en 
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they no more , | bur that God loves maa before he loyes /o c (en 
God; bur they donor prove that God doth not love him more &- {+ 


after hefoves God, then before. T grant; he loves all men firſt, 
before they laye him ; hut when they laye him again, then he loves 
chem wich « grezter love, with a loye of EleQion, as ſhall be 
more fully manifeſted afrerwards. 

+ Secondly, from the natijre of cauſes, your Argument is ſuch 
a med ly»meſs of nonſeace, that I know not what to make orc, 
which you begin with a dire& unteuch, in ſaying, That you ſee [ 
have drawn my Abfurdiries out of Hewes Haggars book ; when, 
as I never ſaw it, ſol never heard of ic till I read yours, 

Thirdly from che nature of the thing (EleRftion) you would 
proyeEle&ion tobe the cauſe of Faith : unto all which I ſhall 
fpeak joyntly , and make the ſhame of them appear to all 
men that read them x And hercia1 muſt be diametrially oppoſed 
againſt you, becauſe you bring in fuch a Hyfferon Proteron, 
the Cart before the Horſe, that I muſt of neccfficy invert your 
order, or rather diforder. 

And therefore 1 do affirm, that EleRion is not the cauſe of 
faith and good works z bur faithand good works the cauſe of 
our Eleon or Gods chuſing of us. 

I. Iproye it by Scripture, 

2, I proye it from the nature of cauſes. 

3. From the Nature of Ele&ion. 

' I. From _—_ will onely refer you to coaſult theſe places 
hereafrer ma » AT. 13448, Job.1.12, Pſa.4+3. 70b.16. 
27, Rev.3,10. | 

2+ From che Nature of cauſes, I will obſerye this rule: if EleRi- 
Oh 
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(14) ; 
of ſhould be a cauſe of faith, and ſuch a cauſe as cannot be re» 
ſiſted, (as you hold) then Reprobation muſt be a cauſe of (in and 
damnation; and fo God,blefled for ever, will be made, not one- 
ly a tempter to, bur a cauſe, yea, the cauſe,of all ſia and wicked- 
neſs in the world. 

Bur /et no mas ſay when be tt tempted, ] am tempted of Ged, 
(as our Modern Ranters are wont to do) for every man when 
be is tempted is drawn away of bis own lafts, and inticed, 
} dare not ſay as one did that had been a great finger, Quid / 
bec quiſpiam woluit Dems ? Whacr if ſome God hath ſo decreed 
it? For St, Jawes makes me belieye, that fin is both ingendered 
and conceived within me 2 when my luſt hath conceived,ic bring- 
ech forth fin ; and if my luſt be the mother of ir , ſure the father 
15 my own will. 

It was Davids ſaying of wicked [[r4el, That they provoked 
God to anger ( not with his will , but) with their own inven- 
tions : There are comrivers of miſchief,Plal.58.2. Deviſers 
of lyes,Eccleſ,7.1 3. which cannot be imputed unco any abſolute 
decreein God. O how many Volumes have been written cog» 
cerning irreſp<Qive decrees, in the Latin rongue, which might even 
bluſh co be named in Eogliſh z and ſhall we yet in theſe daies of 
light aſcribe fin and wickedneſs to God (as your opinion doth ?) 

{ am in ſuch diforder and diſcompoſedneis of fpirit,while I only 
bur name theſe bold expreſſions, that were it not for a good pur- 
pole ( as conjeAure and intend) I durſt not venture to repeac 
chew, O Lerd,righteonſneſs delongeth unto thee, but unto a, 
confuſion of face : for thon haſt made man wpright ; but we 
have found out many inventions, Eccle(.7.29. 

Next I will come to Reaſon, by which I hope to mike it ap- 
pear, that- the Almighty is ſo far from being acceſſary to fin; 
and does ſo many things to hinderit, that he doth not ſo much 
as petmitit bur in an equitable ſence z and amongſt many Rea- 
ſons that may be given , I will content my {elf with this one, 
which ſeems to me the belt. | | 

That which affigos ro every thing the kinde z that which 
moderates the power , and appoints the form and meaſare of 
working; that we properly call a Law. Heace the being of God 
is a kigde of Law to his working, becauſe that perfeRion _ 
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God is, giveth perfeRionh £ that he doth : So that he being no» 
thing but what is good, he can work nothing that is otherwiſe. 
It is therefore an errour (faith judicious Mr. Hooker) to think 
that there is no reaſon for the works of God , befides his abſo- 
lute will ; (though ao reaſon is kaown to us) for the Apoſtle tells 
he worketh all things (not (imply and meerly according to his 
will, but ) wie Tu Aral 77 Swnyud ma; iuns, according to the 
counſel of bu will. | 

And becauſe he doth yoluntarily ſet bimſelf a Law where- 
by to work , it followes, that that Law is no abatement to his 
freedomet if therefore he be pleaſed to ſer himſelfa Law or Rule, 
not cOreprobate any but upon pre-ſcience or fore-knowledge of fin 
(becauſe that is moſt cenrandle to the nature of his goodneſs) 
can —_ prejudice to the perfeRion of his being ? is his 
nature the leſs abſolute, becauſe it pleaſes him that his will be 
conditional in ſome things, as it is abſolute in others? does he 
= any prerogative, by bring unable to be the Author of 
in | 


We are Gods creatures, but (in is ours. God ſaw every thing 
that be bad made, and bebold it was very good. We ce the 
things thatare made by the fiat of our will, and behold they 
are very evil, | 

This creative power of ours , we juſtly reckon as the ſequel 
of humane weakeck z and ſhall we heedleſly affirme ic to be a 
jewel in the glorious diadem of Gods Almightineſs ? Lec this be 
ſeriouſly conſidered, 

Thirdly, I ſhall proye it from the Nature of the thing, that 
EleRtion is not the cauſe of faith and good works, &c« but con» 
trary» faith and good works of EleRtion. 

This fhall be preyed and illuſtrated by theſe five confide- 
rations. 

« Firſt of all, I confider, that there is no ſalvation but onely to 
ſuch as are found to bein Chriſt Jeſus in the day of death and of 
Judgement ; which no man living can be, unleſs he be qualified 
with ſuch conditions, as without which it is impoſſible to be fo 
found (ſuch as arc faith, repentance, obedience, and perſeverance 
in well doing uaco the cad) that God will ſaye none but ſuch, is 


all mens confeſſion : and that he fayes none but ſuch as he de» 
crees 
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ertes to fave, is 28 plain 2 therefore gohe but ſuch are the objeRs 
of ſuch decrees. For if he decreed to ſave any withour reſpe&t 
to their being ſuch , he might aRually fave them, withcur re» 
gard to their being ſuch : Becauſe whatſoever is juſtly decreed, 
may be juſtly executed as 'ris decreed, Burt *is granted by all good 
men on all ides , that God will ſavenone bur ſuch as are found 
co be in Chaiſt with che aforeſaid qualifications » and therefore 
it ſhould be granted on all fides alto, thzt he decreed to ſave 
none but ſuch perſons as they : And what is that but a reſpe- 
Rive,conditional decree? made in intuition of onr being in Chriſt, 
and (o qualified, oc. | 

Secondly, I confider, that the decree of the Father to ſead his 
Son to be a ſecond eAdam. was in refpeft and regard to the 
back-ſliding of the firſt Adam ; and the decree of God to 
favethe firſt Adans , was in reſpeR tp the merits of che ſecond 
Adam , for God chuleth never a child fo as to give him eternal 
life, unleſs it be for the ſake of his onely begotten = 

I. God pitied a woful world. 2, Hz loved what he piticd. 
3. Hegave his own Son to ſave what he loved ; and upon the 
condition of believing in his Son , he gave them a promiſe of 
_" life 2 For fb believing is interpoled betwixt love and. life, 
ih 7J96.3.16. 

Thirdly, I conſider, There muſt be a difference before there 
can bean Election: LOVE indeed is an aR of fayour, bur 
ELECTION propetlyis aa act of judgement , a prefer- 
ring of the better before the worſe, They that ſay God eleRted 
ſach a number of mea without the lealt intuition of their qua- 
lifications , by which they are differenced from the Reprobate 
crew, do ſpeak illogically {to ſay no ny how awch {afer is ic 
to fay, that becauſe ſuch men as are in Chriſt by faith, are better 
then ſuch as are out of Chriſt by infidelity ; therefore thoſe are 
taken, and theſe are left? 

And it ſeems this very Argument, from the nature and ule of 
the word EleRion, did prevail with St. Auftin, who faich ex- 
preſly, That Juſtification precedeth EleRon z and his Reaſon is, 
Becauſe no man is cleRted unleſs be differ from hin that is re» 


jeRed, | 
Fourthly, I coofider, That the whole tenure of Scripture wn 
at 
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that ia the judgemeir of all the Ancients) teachech no other pre- 
deſtination then in and through Chriſt, which is relp:R.ye and 
condicional, 
Firſt, the Scripture gives us none but conditions! promiſes,fuch 

2% If any man keep my ſaying, be ſhall not taſt death : What» 

ſerver a man ſownth, that ſhall bereay. And we ſhall reap if 

we faint not. If any man bear my voice and open the dovr, [ 

will come into him, &c. If ye be willing and obedient, &c: 

If ye continue rooted and grounded, and be not moved away 
from the hope of the Goſpel, &c. 

Ny, evea the yery texts which are wont to be urged for irre- 
ſpeRive EleAtion, do ſeem very preciſely to evince the contra- 
ry- For when God is faid to predeltinate according to his 
good pleaſure which he parpoſed in himſelf, the word cubut 
| which is readered good pleaſure, doth not (ignifie the abſolute» 
neſs, but the reſpeRiyeneſs of his will ; for it relateth to ſome» 
| thing in which God is well pleaſed , and that is Chviſt ; ic being 

impoſſible for God tg pleaſe himſelf with Mankinde , any other 
1 wayes then in him offwhom it was ſaid, | This # my beloved 
Sox in whom 1 ans rvell pleaſed. | 
Beſides, all choſe Scriptures that do teach univerſal grace and 
redemption (of which there is a multicude) do ſeem co me mo 
| clearly to infer a conditional EleRionz For if it be true that 
Chriſt did die really for all ; if he did cargeſtly defire that eyery 
one would come in upon the preaching of his word, and re» 
ceive the benefic of his death and pafſion , if his warning were 
\ notin jeſt, and his invication were ferious g it | depart from me 
| ye curſed] was therefore foretoly, that eyery one might beware, 
an1 not obtrude himſelf upon that ſenteace 5 if he is unwilling 
that any ſhould be caught in the Serpents ſaare, who ſhews to 
all (without exception) a certain way toelcaps z if heis nor de» 
firous toſtrike, who bids us look to our poſture, and Rand upon 
our guard ; if he ſhews his power to puniſh aone but” onely 
thoſe that refuſe his mercy 2: Then his refufing of the Gotes in 
reſpeR of that which makes them differ from Sheep, inferreth-hig 
EleRtion of the Sheep, ia reſp*R of that which: makes theas 
differ from Goats, 
Unto this fourth thing ler me adde bur this one thing more, 
D - 
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#iz, Thnt Gace our Saviour upon che croſs did very heartily pray 
* au- even for thoſe * Homicides that put him to death , we 
ſayeys, have no reaſon but to belieye that he layd down his life 
for thoſe that took it away, and that he died for all, for 
whom he prayed, And yer we readiag of their murders , buc 
not of their repeatance ; I ſhould be loath to ſay that thoſe 
crucifying wretches were precious yeſſels of EleRion (in com- 
pliance with your wicked opinion, that fay, Chriſt died onely 
for EleR) and yet to him that hath bur a ſhallow judgement, he 
muſt needs die for thoſe he prayed for ; and "is as plaia that he 
died for thoſe that curſed themſelves | bis blood be mpon 14 (laid 
they) avd on our children,] and yet (faid he) Farber forgive 
thew , he made his murderers execration become his prayer z he 
wiſhed as well as they, chat his blood might bz both upon them 
and their children, but in his moſt merciful,aotia their barbarous 
and cruel (eaſe ; for they ineam the guilt , he the benefic of his 
blood 2 and yet I dare not affirme that they were all a portion 
of Gods ele. 

Fifchly and laſtly,1 conſider, (which to me is an Argument of 
ſome weight) That the main fiream of thoſe ancient learned men 
that are uſually called the Fathers , doth rug this way , as it is 
notoriouſly known to any man that is acquainted with Hiſtory 2 
aad becauſe I would not overburthen my {elf in writing , nor 
my Reader in reading, I ſhall notrecite the innumerable quota» 
tions that might be 3 I ſhall onely refer you to the Paraphraſes 
of Eraſmins , and the Confeſſions of Brz4 and Dr. T wiſe, 
Firſt, Bez.4 in his Commear upon Rows.1 1.24 rejeRts the Judge- 
ment of the Fathers, * b:cauſe they were not (as he would have 
them)for the abſolute & unconditional way. Secondly,D.7 wiſe 
confefleth, That all the Ancients before Sr. yy a the 
_ Object of God's ElcRion in * fide previſe 2 

— at which A»fin was ſo far from being dif- 

TIM pleaſed, as that (with great Revereace to theit 
Atuhority)be made it appear to be an innocent and harmleſs Os 
pinioarhe affirmed, That all the Fathers, who lived before himſelf, 
'ngtecd in-this. And becauſe Dr. Twiſe ſo readily ſubſcribeth to it 
alſo, I ought in reaſon to be ſecured from being guilcy of novelty 
or fingularity herein ; for truely, 1 am loath to forſake the An- 
| | es 5 nR CIentss 
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ciedts, ufitil 1 plainly ſee them ſhaking hands to part from Truth; 
And fo I will conclude theſe five Confiderations, onely with de- 
firing the Liberty of Conſciencey;o believe (from what hath been 
ſpoken) wich Sc. Pawl, That God is a ReſpeRer not of perſons, 
but of works : That my fins are perfeRly and intirely my own x 
and, That if I do any thing that is Good, it is the Grace of God 
in me , ye: ſo, asthat I may do all things through him chat 
ſtrengthens mz 3 and who doth ſo ſtrengthen me that I may do 
them, bur not ſo force me as that I muſt, | 

If all this doch not yet ſatisfie and convince you, I haye ſmall 
hope that any thing will that is bebinde ; yer becauſe ir may do 
much good te others , (as amconfiden: it will to conſidering 
people) 1 will proceed to what doth: follow. 

In the nzxr. place, you pretend to anſwer to ſome ObjeRtions 
which are mage by ſome of my Judgemenc. The firſt ObjeRion 
made 2gainſt Epb. 1. 4- 20d ſuch other places , where %is (aid, 
yu God harh choſen «a in Chriſt before the world was, you 

Yols this : 

Object. 1, That Ged is pleaſed many times to cali things 
that are not i ts if they were, Rom. 4. 17. a4 be did to Abra= 
ham, And: fo Chrift # ſaid to be a Lamb ſlain from the be- 
inning of: -be world, Rey.13.8, So wuſt Eleflion be nnder- 
ſtood, in p vfſe, but not in eſſe. 

The force > of this Obje&ion you think to take away with your 
threefold diÞ.\nRion of As: 

T. The» lifeor yertue of the AR, 
2. The fruit of the AR, 

3+ The formotf the AR, 

Whether - 3r no you do underſtand theſe , or out of whelſe 

Book you F126 them, doth not concern me much to examine. 
Bur} vs IT am ſure of, That as 'tis moſt riciculoufly wm 
for t> is thing , ſo your infereace from ity is falle z tor you ſay, 
(b 7 the help ot your fooliſh diſtinRion) Tnat Abrabam was re- 
ally a Father of many Nations, when the promiſe was fi:(t pro» 
pounded z and Chriſt really flain, when he was firlt promiſed ; 
which is moſt untrue > and it doth deftroy the life and vertue of 


the aRual crucifixion of Chriſt , and the life and power of our 


Soſpel : for our Chrift, crucified Fixcern hundred and odd yeers 
_ A D2 ago, 


(2e 
292, is, by your filly diſtinRion, nh to be a thing of little or ho 
value ; the life and verrue of ity having Eeca before,you fay 2 and 
EieRion alſo done, and made ſure betore time, On impudence 
in a ſuperlative degree ! 

I fear you are a man that loves novel (that I ſay not, frivolous) 
ciſtinRions : why cannot you content your ſelf with our ancienc 
and known diſtinftions , when they are good ? why cannot we 
ſay» That Abrabam was a Father of Nations 3 and Chrifh 
was {l:in (as ſoon as the promile was made) in poſſe, but got in 
eſſe; or in « promiſe, bur not in performance z and, That per- 
{ons are elefed before the world was ia purpoſe ; but yer with 
reſpe to their being ia Chriſt , and perſeverance in good ways 
unto.the end, 25 hath been already declared more fully ? 

A ſecond OtjeRion , 1 Per. 1. 2. Eleft according tothe 
fore-knowledge of God , throaxgh ſarttification of the Spirit 
wnto cbeditence, Unto which wu jojned, 2 Thefl. 2.13, 
which place ſaith, That we are eleked thro. igh ( or by 
the means of ) ſanitification of the Spirit, and þ clief of the 
Trath, &c, 

In your anſwering and oppoſing of this. you do gr antthe thing 
you plead egairſt : for you lay, pagine 45 ThatS anitificati- 


on , and belief of the Truth , or Obedrexnce, w* the way or 


means to accompliſh that end unto which Elie * deth in- 
texd, And unto this I agree, That Faich ard Obedi -nce is the 
way and means unto the End, that is, cternal Life : Leyt me there» 
fore ask you, whenſoeyer mear.s is appointed unto ane :nd , if the 
means be not uſed , can the end be accompliſhed 2 ' if perſeve» 
rance in holineſs be the way and means unto life, tha: t without it 
nO mancan attain thereto , what doth your uncondie® onal (that 
1 ſay not , nonſenſical) EleRion avail or amountto; - So that 
may ſay with Efdras , 2 Eſdras 7.5 6,7. A city beim, - built, 
and ſet upon « broad field full of all good things, and th; * en- 
trance to it narrow and very dangerow, &c. If (faith vw. *) 
vow this city were given to a man for an inheritance, if be 
never paſs the danger ſet before it , how ſhall he receive this 
inherit ance ? Read alſo unto the 26 werſe of that Chapter, 
; If againſtchis ſcme captious Critick ſhould fay z This 5s not 
eanenical Seripturss OO Os en 
I 
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I zn{wer, Ido not ſay %isz onely then let it pz is as the ſayings 
of pood M-a t for its greateſt oppoſers do confeſs , That the 
Books called Afpcerypha are to b2 preterred before any other kus- 
mane w:1:i2gs whatſo2yer 7 yer eruz'y I muſt ſay I do net yet ſee 
the R:aſo3 why they are rejeRed , fince that the Ancients have 
had chem in equal eſtzem with other Scriptures ; and in the &!d 
E19':h 6.b!e the Books of Ezra and Nebemiab bting called 
by the ſam* name, as if one man had wiore thim 1! four. Bur 
this by the by. 

The third O'"j:*FHion : No men can be eleTed in Chrift, till 
they be in Chrift, but xo men cre in Chri, till they beltewe 
or truſt in Chriſt : For the el: Epheſians were once ont cf 
Chriſt, Eph.2,11.12, 

Your Arſwer to this is, Mex are ſaid to b: truely and veally 
in Chriſt two wayes:{but you do not tell where *%is ſaid ſo.unlels 
in your Book.) F:irff,ty Eleftion ; and ſo we are al (you lay) 
in Chriſt. What ! hath the man forgot him{elf ? are all 1a 
Chriſt by Ele&ion > I do not know where to finde you : even 
now you were for EleRtion of a few, and now you lay pag 47« 
By Ele ion we are | all] in Chriſt, he being the prblick per- 
fon in whom all el: tons were comprehended + and thea in 
the next word you ſeem to be agiintt ir ag1ia ; for there you ſay, 
All the Eleil ave really in bim, before they are brougit 
forth. Uato 2!l which I ſhall mike no Reply , chere being in 
your words nothing of ſenſe at all, But in the 48 page, you lay, 
You agree with mw, That men before they are called, are 
without God , without hope, and by nature the children of 
wrath a: well xs others, Eph.2,3. nd ye: for all chis you fay, 
They were iu Chriſt by el: ion before. x 

O wonder of wonders! whar , a maa really in Chriſt , and 
yer atthe ſame time a childe of wrath? yea, as mucha childe of 
wrath, as others too (for {3 ſaith the Text.) 

Tocountenance this, you ſiy , Chriſt would not elſe Fave 
ſaid, Joh. 10.16, Other ſheep [ bave which are not of this 
fold z them will [ bring in. Bur what is this to your purpoſe ? 
All chis dorh not prove, nor will ycu, nor any other man be able 
unto the dayes of eternity , to prove that theſe or any others are 
really Sheep or eleR ones before conyerfion, though in Scripture 
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fore-called ; ſo for the Scripture fore-ſeeing their Faith ahd Obe- 
dience which they will have towards God , doth fore-tell alſo 
of their eleion and good acceprance with Zod at that dayy and 
that is as much as can reaſonably be infe: rel from thence, Bur 
you lay, There & alſo an outward berrg in Chriſt, that min 
may be in,and fal;accordirg totheſe Scriptures, Joh1 5.2,6, 
I Joh.2.10, 1Tin,1.19,20. 

But you will not ſpeak co that , you ſay 2 if you willnot, I 
purpoſe to ſpeak to it in due time ; and ſhall make it appear, 
That there may be a falling from true Grace , and from Chritt, 
after true ingrafting inco him 2 and that falling away you menti» 
On, Joh 1 5. is ſotoo? for Chriſt there ſpeaks to his own Diſci- 
ples, who you will confels were truely in Chriſt , yer if they 
did not abide in him , ſhould be caſt forth as a branch, and wi- 
thered, and burnt, &c. 

In the next place you ſay, We bave ſome other Objeftions 
about truſting in Chriſt, and belteving in Chriſt, Bur you 
ſay, Tow have ſaid enough to it already : 1 think ſotoo, and 
too much,uanleſs *cwere truer, 

Next you come to the (ixth thing, 5. s. That the publiſhing of 
the foremeationed priviledges of the Goſpel, is God 's way or 
means to produce Faith, ard other Goſpel- Obedience in the 
hearts of his own : But in this there & (you lay) little diffe- 
rence between you and I, Ichink fo too, unleſs herein you lay, 
"Tis God 's way to produce Faith ia his own ; and I and the 
Scripture ſay , *Tis God's way to produce Faith in all men , as 
ſhall afterward be more fally declared. 

Next you come to the ſeventh particular , s. e. That Faith 
which is produced in obedience ro T ut by the difcoyeries of 
the Goſpel of Chriſt, is not the b'i-giag up of ſomething that is 
in mea before conyerfion ; but it 13 2 peculiar work of God, 
» which Nature in the higheſt improve.ne7!: 13 not capable of, till 
conyerſion or the new work of Giace be viougn, which is 
God 's 4 not upon a common, but ſpecial and Goſpel-account 
wrought by him, 

This particular confiſterh of very ſtrange uncouch phraſes, 
fuch as T have not me: with : fo truely I do not well underſtand 
them; you ſay , [ That Farth u not ihe bringing up of ſume« 

thing 
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femething that is in men before eonver frown. } Was ever ſuch 
a ſentence uttered ? what occaſioned you to utter this ? did you 
eyer hear me ſay, That Faith was brought up in men before con» 
yerfion ? can Faith be before converſion ? Doyou not fully 
know, Thai I hold that Repearaace is ficlt,and rhen Faith ? and, 
That both theſe are done by the help of the grace of Ged in 
men, by which a man is (as I have already proved) excited and 
| geacly inclined, not forced, to believe and obey ? 
| For my part, Iam (o far from making Faith to be before 
Repeatance , that I judge Repentance to be a means unto Faith g 
and therefore our ble{{zd Saviour faith unto the Elders of the 
Jews, Mat.21.32, That they when they bad ſeen, repented 
| themmot,that they MIGHT believe. Mark that word, {re- 
pented them not "Ba they might believe. | 
But yet I would have you kaow, That I am far from 

thibking , That either Repenrance or Fanth, ( cheugh it be not 

attained onely by Nature) yet it is not wrought fo irrefiſtably as 

you judge , bur ſo as may prove ineftcRual,it the creature doth 

not well improve the means t for proof hereof,minde theſe Scri- 

ptures, Afar. 25. about the unproficable ſervant, Jer.2.30. 

chap 6.29. chap.8.8. 2 Cor.6.1, 

But before you come to your proof of this ſeventh particular, 
you ſeem to be much afflifted and troubled ar che abuſe that 
1s put upon theſe two Truths you mention, page 51. For, fay 
you, if we come to exhort thoſe that profeſs the Lord to a» 
Aivencſs in duty, or reprove ther for neglett in amy; they 
will reply, We can do no more then we have power to do : 
which (you ſay) £44aTruth , but ſadly applied : For (lay 
you) when Ged hath begunto work Grace in us, the way to 
exerenſe in ftreugth 1s to improve what we bave, by care- 
ful watching and waiting hourly and dajly before the Lords 
&c, 

Now let the Reader judge whether all this do not hold forth 
as much free-will and power in the ercature as Ido.» You ſay, 
They muſt watch and wait, &c, and get power againſt fin. 
This I like well , for 'cis accoading to the Apolile , Let ww get 
grace, whereby we may ſerve God, &c. Heb.1 2.2 8. Bute 
whea you come to the proving of your ſeventh particular is = 
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' four things, you utterly overthrow this 2p2in 2 for you do fore 


gregiouſly jumble Truth and Error together , that *cis fit to a» 
maze che Reader, 
Firſt, ycuſay. page 55. That the work of Faith is not 


 Lained by improving Natare before conver fion > and this you 


bave ſaid over and over, and I grantit., Bu: then page 59» 
you preſent the work of converſion and new birth in a {trange 
dreſs; you make it ſuch an almighty thing , ſeizing upon, con- 
quering and killing the Soul,and chat*cis a ſupernatural light aad 
life ſer up in the Soul, by God's cauſing the creature co aflent,@ c 
Now all theſe expreſſions I can well enough ſwallow down, pro« 
vided you will let me take chem with a grain of Sale, that is, 
that God doth all this that you fay ; bur he doth not do it irre- 
fiſtably : I ſay, doth it yery powerfully and preyailiegly, but not 
ſo as cannot be refifted. | 

Say not, That theg man is ſtronger then God, if he can refit 
the workings of God *s grace 2 for I would haye you note this 2 
If God? power herein be refifted or fruſtrated , it yieldeth not 
out of weakneſs, but out of will z God not pleaſing to put 
forth his power where he feels himſelf reſiſted or negleted. 

| Now becauſe I have taken notice of many others beſides your 
ſelf, that run much wpon this ſtrain , making conyerfion ſuch an 
irrefitable thing , I thought fic to ſpeak a few words:toit, to 
reQifie your Judgement herein, if it may be , and all thoſe that 
ſhall read it,if they be alſo ont of the way. I perceive there be of 
your judgement , many that delight in Meraphors, much rather 
then in the fample term of converfion:and fo they infer,that a man 
Goth no more to his new Creation, then he did to his firſt ; nor to 
his Regeneration , then he did to his Generatica z aor to his 
ReſurreRion from fin,then Lazarus did tothe raifing of his dead 
Body. 

From henc* have iſſued ſuch DoEtrines as theſe, #.e. That 
the Sced of the ſpiritual life, and the habirs of Faich and Grace, 
(like a new Soul) are infuſed into men , before they be ſo much 
as illuminated. - Again , others upon 2 Cor.5.17« #hoſorver 
* in Chriſt is anew Creatnre , infer, that Grace cannot be re» 
lifted , becauſe no creature can refilt his Creator in the creation 


Bur 


thereof, &c. 
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: — 
But all theſe novellifts, together with your ſelf, may be pleaſed 
I.That this leaneth roo much to ah Ewtbaſiaſwone, ſuch as all 
the judicious learned im their ſuffrage dodiſclaim. 
2. That Arguments taken from Allegories and Mecaphors 
| are weak and deceicful , if they be extended beyond that to 
| which the Scripture intendeth chem, 
3+ That the crew Creation extendeth not tothe ſubſtance, 
? bur co the qualities of a man : clſeif we preſſe the letter, we 
1 may better defend a Tranſubſtanciation in a mins converſion; 
then the Romaniſts can do in the Sacramen of Chriſts body: or 


we may maintain the abſurd opinion of thoſe that ſay original 
- is the very ſubſtance of man. But I hope we have learned 

teers 

4+ That this new Creation reſpeRteth | 1. the univerſality of 
the change in qualities to be diffuſed over the whole man. 2. ic 
reſpeRerh the neceſſity of this change, Job.3. 3. it reſpeRteth 
Divinum & Supernaturale principinm xz a Divine and Su» 
pernacural principle , from whence this change mult flowe , elſe 
there is ao hope for us eyer to be conyerted, Thys I grant : 
But 


and generation hath its proper and peculiar manner: for he 
that made us without us, will not ſave us without us. There the 
change is 4 nou exte ad ens; Here, 4 non tali ad tale : from no 
| being, toa being, from not ſuch, to ſuch 2 There is a rude maſſe ; 
| Here, in a creature already living, reaſonable and moving 2 


| 5.Now as to the manner and many circumſtancesgeachCreation 


There, God wrought immediately;Here, by means : There was 

never creature heard ſay, Create we, renew me O Loyd; Here, 

one is heard crave, Pſal.51, Create in me a clean heart O 

God, cud renew 4 right Spirit within me. There it was never 

; faid to the Creature, Make thy ſelf, Here "tis ſaid, Afaks you 

| anewheart and a new ſpirit ; for why will you die ? Exck. 
38.31, Jer.4.4-Epheſ. 5,1 4. 

was neyer any Creature blamed for not being made ; 

| Hor reproved for being as itis; but blere;to keep on the old man, 

| andacttopur on thenew, is counted a notorious fault in them 

that profeſs Chriſt Jeſus and the _ A 

Doe 
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Do but conſider theſe x. w- ſee if it be ſafe to compare 
the firſt Creation with the ſecond : for I conceive the miſtaking 
of theſe things doth occaſion many other abſurditics in your ſelf 
and others. 
| I finde nothing more until I come to your eighth particular 
( page 74. ) but what hath been already anly 
You have indeed many particulars to prove that which I do not 
deny, #. e. that the higheſt improvements of Nature , without 
6s 6% of Grace , will aot enable a man to convert or become 
a pew creature: what need all this? do I ſay a man may con» 
vert without the help of grace ? But this indeed I fay, With the 
help of Grace men may ; but moſt do not: Some refuling it, 
others receiving it in yain» 

Now I come to your eighth Poſition. | 

8. Thatit is Gods minde and way; and then of neceſfity 
it muſt be fo, for the advancement of his grace, and the accom» 
pliſhment of faith in the hearts of his own, that this Goſpel is to 
be preſented or diſcovered unto all without exemption , \as tothe 
declaration it ſelf, unto which (you ſay) you will fay litcle, the 
thing being o clear.) 

How now ! what a bold attempt do you make upon the 
wiſdom and holineſs cf God ? what mult the death of Chrilt 
and remiſſion of fins (for that*s the Goſpel) be preacht vato all, 
for the fake onely of ſome ? If there be not really remiſſion of 
fins for all men to be had in Chriſt , theg they which preach re« 
miſſion unto all, (as Chrift commands his Apoſtles co do, 
Luke 24:47-) will be found to preach an untruth to mcſt, for 
the ſake of ſoms. Alas for you, theſe are low and baſe thoughts 
of God : what do you - judge the Almighty to have no better 
way to bring about his deſigns bur by lies, or by uareaſonable- 
neſs ? what if Gods -defign had been, as-you lay *is, to. work 
faith onely in ſome few; and in them co work it certainly and un- 
avoydably ; could not he (thinke you) have provided a better 
way to work this faith, then by telling all men he would have 
them all repent, believe, and be ſayed, &c- tellisg them that he 
gave his Sen co die for then all , and isweamilliog that any of 
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327) 
ſon ſhould ſend his ſeryaats ( Ut the inhabitafts in che Parts 
where he lives, toinyite them with great earnelineſs unto his 
feaſt, and when they come there to put moſt of the m backyſaying, 
That he invited all, onely for the ſake of ſome z and this he did 
for the magnifying of his grace ? would not any man think that 
either Mr, Hobſon was diſtraQted, or elſe he was deſperately full 
of guileand hypoctifie ? and ſuch ations would magnifie his 
folly and wickedneſs, not his grace. Might not Mr. Hobſon 
with leſs deceit, and more honeftie, haye ſeat ſame private and 
particular invitarions to thoſe particular perſons he intended? yea, 
certainly he would, if he were to make ſuch invitations ; and I 
think he would ſcorne to invite all, and intend onely ſome : wich 
whar face then can he affirm that of the eyer-bleſſed God, which 
he hateth in man ? p 

Surely God will no: do that bimſelf, which he cannot indure, 
and hath forbidden in man, 

And whateyer Mr. Hobſox, or any others ſay , the Almighty 
will be found at the great day of account to have inyited none 
bur ſach as he heartily and really intended falvation unto, had 

they been pleaſed to accept, and not made light of it, Aſattb. 
22.5. 
A Ia the next place you pretend to anſwer to this Obje- 

i0n 2 

ObjeR. If the power of believing be ſolely of God, bow 
can be juſtly condemn max for net belreving, ſeeing the pow- 
er is net in them but in God ? ' 

Imuft needs tell you in plain Engliſh, that your anſwer to 
this ObjeRion is not onely impertigent, bur vile. And while you 
deyiſe new tricks and ſhifts to clear upthe juſtice of God (as 
you ſay) you do abſolutely deny the plain Scripture 8 for (ſay 
you, page 77-) God doth condemn wo man for not expreſſes 
of « power to beliews, but for exerciſing a power to. rajett 
Chrift : when the Scripture faith , He thas beliewerh not is 
dawned, beeawſe be believerh not, &c. Joh.3.18. and Chrift 
faith, wwlefſe ye believe that 1 ars be, ye ſhall dye in your 
fins. 1d 

Bur 'you fay this is the declarative cauſe, nor the meritorious 
cauſe z what a fordid —_ this ? what will God declare 
3 | ORC 


28 
one cauſe. ahd proceed wa ? ) 

Their aot believing you ſay is the declarative cauſe ; but that 
is not the cauſe that God will go upon, you ſay, 

This is indeed according ro what you have already faid of 
him , that he declares and proclaims one thing,and means anos 
ther. I grant that God condemns men for rejeAing grace, fo 
doth he alſo for not improving of that which they are poſſeſt 
withal, Aſfatth.2 5.29,30. 

And he ſhall render yeageance hot onely to thoſe that rejefted 
atd did deſpite unto the Spirit of grace, but alſo unto choſe that 
know not God, and that haye not obeyed the Goſpel of Jeſus 
Chriſt, 2 Theſſ.1.8, | : 

In the aex: place (page 79 ) |you pretend to diſcover my 
miſtakes (as you ſay) which is theicauſe of my Rumbling, My 
firſt miſtake , you ſays is my meaſuring mans abilicy by Gods 


power or authority z as when God faith, Do this and you ſhall 


live &c. this ſay you doth only imply Gods authoricy, not mars 
ability. I will ſhew you your weakneſs herein, if you will bur 
grant rae that God doth all things wiſely,(oberly, and diſcreetly. 
Judge now 2 would it be ſoberly and wiſely done, for a King to 
{ay © an impotefit man, Do this impoſſible thing, and I will 
reward you richly ; and if you do not, I'll hang you. If no 
earthly King will command, but where there is power to obey; 
much more will not the King of heaven, And if this were a 
way for a King to manifeſt his power by over his impotent Sub- 
5edhs, yet would it beno way to magnifie his grace and fayour 
rowards them z ang that ſeems rather to be Gods defign in the 


Goſpel. | | 
You muſt kaow and underſtand, that God will and doth 
fer forth his power and his juſtice in ao other way then may well 
fland with the glory of his grace and mercy alſos 
2, My ſecond miſtake (you ſay) is my not diſtinguiſhing of 
cauſes t 'and I ſay your miſtake is the not aduaating < cau- 
ſes. I doallow of as maay diftinRions of cauſes as the Scripture 


doth z but 1 am not ſo fimple , as to = pre woypatedtog 
thing to bediametrially oppoſed againſt eac ,asyedo; 
Pn, by theves an w—_ another ; , et Gods declared cauſe 
is adequate to his eflencial 4 mericorious or final cauſes. 
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My third mftake (as you ſay) is my hot underftanding the ex- 
tent of the word [all] and the word [world] and in this you 
make a great puther and a ſtir to prove that the word World is 
taken many times for lefſe then all: Who knows not thar?bur *tis 
ſometimes taken for af, as you, and all men confeſs 2 and in this 
caſe rouching the death of Chriſt, I am certainly aſſured *is 
meant all, as I haye already eyinced from Joby 1 2.47. 

Nay moreover, you grantit : for you allo affirm thathe dy- 
ed forall : and therefore when youexcept againſt my large ex- 
tending the word [world] it may beconceived you are a lictle 
out of your ſelf; if not, I am ſure ye are our of thetruth. For what 
man that is compos ments, would firſt affert that Ciuiſt died 
for al, and forthe wor/d, and then except againſt the places that 
prove 1t as not extending unto all, becauſe ſometimes thoſe terms 
in other caſes extend nat to all ? I hope you will ſee your fo'ly, 
and be _— 

4. Ny fourth miſtake ſay) is my not underſtandin 
Ezek.33.11, where the arp h 4 Tia 1 delight = 
in the death of a ſinner, For from thisplace I conclude(you ſay) 
all fingers; and ſoindeed I doy yea, the worſt, and periſhing 
fianers z and forthe cext ſaichexprefly, Ezek.1 B.nlt. [ have no 
pleaſare in the death of bim that dieth. Whotold you that 
God mkes three ſorts of ſinners, and one of them be calls finners 
in « Goſpel-ſence ? have you eaten of the forbidden frun ? if 
not, how come you to kaow more then is written, and more then 
is true ?that ſome (ins and (inners are greater then others, | do nor 
deny z bur to divide ſinners into ſo many ſorts, that exclude the 
greaceſt part of them, from Gods defice of falyacion to them, I 
allow aotgbur deteſt ic as abominable, 

I am ſure God tells us no ſuch thing in bis word, as that he 
would ſave onely finners in a Goſpeb-ſence : But he eicher 
faith Singers indeficicely, or-elfe particuliarly of ſuch fingers as 
Mr. Hobſons wiſdom excludeth, as cheie Scriptures will abune 
dantly tefhifie, Jer-2 5.3. unto 8. Jer.3 5.1 2. unto 17, Chap. 
29.19,Chap.1$.11,t2,Chap.6.16,17.Chap.1 3.1 x./ſa,4b. 
þ 4 7 | 8,1 9, ; 

Where you may ſee he endeayoured with all eargeftneſs (even 
unto admiratios) to ſay nor onely choſe that did EL 
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(30) | 
thoſe alſo that refuſed Salyation and periſhed, That all this 
was done out of true compaſſion to them, doth appear, 2 Chr, 
36,14,15,16. 

That all this alſo was not a bare outward and helpleſs means 
which God uſed by his Prophets, bur a met efficacious, power- 
ful and prevailing means, the Spirit of God going with the 
word of the Prophet , and yet not received; doth mot 
manifeftly appear in that remarkable place of Zechariah 7.11, 
12,13. a$S alſo A.7.51. 

This is yet farther confirmed and illuſtrated by the ever bleſſed 
Son of God, in his moſt pathrtical expreſſions of ſorrow and 
grieffor, and the ſhedding of tears over, che miſerable ſons and 
daughters of Fernſalem, who had unayoidably, (and full ſore 
a93inſt his bleſſed will) brought themſelyes into an irrecoyerable 
eltate, by not knowing the time of their viſication , when they 
were molt gently al'ured and carreftly called upon it being now 
£20 late to reverfe the Decree that was gone out againſt them, 
I ſay , yetdid our Saviour weep for them, Luke 19.41. and 
weeping he molt affeRionately breatherh forth this molt bleſſed 
wiſh and deſire for them [O that thow hadſt knows in this thy 
day, the things that belong to thy peace. &c, | in which defire 
he is like unto God his father : Sce Dewt.5.29.Chap.3 2.29, 
Pſal.81.13.1/a.43.18. 

Let all this be well weighed without prejndice, and ſee then 
if you you cannot underſtand our Saviour as he ſpeaks , that is, 
That hr came not to call the righteons (that is, righteous in- 
deed) but ſinners to repentance (chat is, finners indeed) his de- 
Ggne into the world being more to amend that which was amiſs, 
to ſeek that that was loſt , and heal that that was ſick then to 
thoſe that were already in a good way y and in a fayeable condi- 
' tiongthat had not need of n Phyfittan, Afar. gel 2. Mark,2.17. 
Whoever do bur mark upon what occaſion ourLord here ſpeak- 
eth theſe words, they may with eaſe uaderftand that he means 
worſe ſigners then Mr. #H0bſovs {-finnerse for our Savi- 
our, bring at meat wich Pabli kaners in Levi's houfe , 
the Scribes and Phariſces complain of it(chinking *cis like, 4s Mr. 
Hobſon doth , that he was fent'onely to the preciſe and Goſpels 
fagers; which when our Lord perceived, he faid-unto them, _ 
FD A8 
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(31 
that are whole have not B. J the Phy fitian, but they that 
are ſick: I came not to call the righteous, but finuers to re- 
pent ANCE - 

Next you ſay, I miſtake in putting one perſon for another, as 
in Heb. 10,29,where the text ſaith,Of bow mech ſorer puniſh- 
ment, ſuppoſe ye, (hall be be thought worthy, who bath troden 
wander foot the Sow of God, and hath gonnmed the blood of the 
Covenant wherewith he was ſanitificd, an unboly thing, &co 
Now you ſay, my miflake is; That I take the word [ he] tor the 
party that treads the blood of Chriſt under foor, whenas 'tis 
_ if all were true as ycu-ſay) of Chriſt himſelf, that was 

This fond (and | think your own)interpretation of this place is 
not onely againſt all the judicious learaed, but againſt the ſcope 
of the Apolile, which is both to aggravate the puniſhmen: and 
che (18 of the perſon here ſpoken of + who trampled under his 
foot the blood of Chriſt: which he aggravates by rehearſing the 
vertue of it, and what it had done for him to wit,. ſarEtified 
Lim from his fins, which the patty wickedly tow (lighted and re- 
jeRed; though formerly had imbraced it; and beeti ſanRified by 
it :-amd this right well agreeth with Saint Peter , 2 Pet.1.9. & 
2.20,21,22, : | 

Iam Riill filled with amazement; that you ſhould be (fo yoid 
of reaſon, as to interperer Scciprure afrer futh a heedleſs manner, 
as to confront all wiſe and learned mien, yea; and the truth allo z 
Do you think it. would 2ggravare the fin'of the finder, totell him 
that he hath.crampled under his foot that blood which he bad 
no benefic nor ſanRification by, bur that blood by which Chriſt 
was ſanQified ? or do-yau think that Chriſt needed to be anRi- 
fied by his own blood himſelf? Jam well awarethat fanQtification 
is ſometimes taken for ſetting apart y but ſanRiffcation by Cheiſts 
blood; js never fot aken, bur for cleanſing : and therefore you 
canng maintain that Chrift ſanRified and cleanſed himſelf by his 
blood, unleſs you hold that he did as the Prieſts uader the Law, 
who offered firſt for themſelyes , and then for the people ;' and 
then you mult hold alſo that he (as they) had fin of his own, and 
then you will be fouad dire&ly againit Gods word, Heb.7.27. 
for he was without (ins 

Fifthly 


JF 
Fifchly,my fifch miſtake (you by is, That I am fiot converted, 
hor acquainted with the power of God in Scriptare 3 but what 
ifir ſhall appear at the laſt day, that I am converted, and do 
know the power of God in the Seriptures aright ? then Mr. 
Hobſon will be miſtakea 2 and ſo much (unil then) for thar 
miſtake. | 

My Sixth miſtake (you ſay) is my confiaiag my judgment of 
Gods eſſencial will , to his revealed will is his word and aRions 
(for thar's your meaning in fewer words.) - 

Bur I do no: ſee how you can make it appear to be a miſtake, 
but a ſound crutch; for if I muſt nox judge that -God is grieyed 
and troubled, and apgry, when he ſaith heis , how chen Gall 1 
know and be aſſured he loves me, when be faith he doth? if I 
muſt nor believe his meaniag to _eoguaſinges his ſaying, how 
chen ſhall I know that he means believers (hall be faved , fince 
he doth bur ſay ſo? And though his general declaration in his 
word be, that good and holy men ſhall be ſaved , and wicked 
damned, yet (according to your fond conceics) he means to ſave 
the wicked, and condema the juſt. ; 

In the next place (page 89) you come you ſay to anſwer 
briefly co my queries and abſardicies ; and fo I thiak you do 
briefly anſwer chem indeed, and fo brief , us that *cis aext unto 
none, if not worſe then none , for you refer me unto your falſe 
poſitions formerly laid dowa by you ; and therefore I will 
make no reply to you in this atall, as deſerving one 2 my 14 
Queries and 10 Abſurdities Randing yet ig full force, 1 ſhall 
therefore here ſer them down again in che concluſion of this 
work,partly that theReader may judge how well you have quit« 
red your ſelf in your anſwer, and partly, becauſe you have frau- 
dulently recited them, preſenting them to the Reader in as ugly 
a dreſs as you could. | 

There remains yet onely one thing more to be done , that is, 
to anſwer to your Abſurdities, which you ſay, will neceſſarily 
flow frcm my judgement, 

I. Abſur. The firſtis: you fay I deny the prerogative of 
God, as if he had not power.to do with his own as ſeemeth 
good to hims 

I Anſwer, it is falſe, I deay him ot afy prerogative over his 
| | Creature 
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creature which he dotketun 22? for he may do with us gs the 
potter with the clay, 5,e, advance ſome to places of honour in 
the houſe, and daſh otherſome in pieces, or make them veſlels 
of diſhonour; but that is if they be marred in his hands , and 
will not make veſſels of honour, not elfet he were an unwiſe pot- 
ter that would Challebge that priviledge over his clay, for to lt 
dz it1n pieces when is made as he would haye it: fer Jew. | 
18, : 

2, Abſwr. Secondly you fay , I do as much as give Chrilt 
the lie, becauſe he ſaith, He bad fintſhed the work that the Fa- 
they gave him to do. Mt 

I Anſwer, in this you ſhew much 12en0rarCe, for men are not 1 
ſaved by Chriſts death onely, bur by faith therein, and obedience | 

hereunto z butthis hath been more fully handled already by meg 
towhich I refer you. 


4 

3+ Abſur, Thirdly you ſay, I do exceedingly underyalue God | 
and theriches of his grace and love, &c. 

I Anſwer , you miſtake now one perſon for another, for this 

is T0 be meant of your ſelf, that pintold the grace of God into 


a narrow compaſs, Whenas I exterid ir unto all the world, and ' 
all generations. 


4. Abſur. Fourthly you fay , I lay injuſtice upon God, be+ 
caule I fay he condemns ſome for whom Chriſt died. 

I Anſwer , It were injuſtice to condemn them , if Chriſt did 
not die for them, for got believing on Chiiſt ; there is great rea- 
ſon to condemn them , if Chriſt died for them, and yet they re- 
fuſe him and their own ſalvation notwithſtanding, 

5-Abfur. Fifthly you ſay. I change the na: ure of cauſes, put- 
ting the effeRt before the cauſe. | 

I Anſwer , Here again you miſtake me for ycur ſelf j for 1 
hays already proved.” *is - you; pur theeffet before the 
cauſe, 


6, Abſur. Sixthly you ſay , Iftrike down the great deſign 
cf God, &e. | 

I Anſwer,I maintain his deſign, I hope, in his ſaving of goode 
and Godly men ,and rfprobating obſtinace and wilfull finners 
other EleRion and Reprobation I know none from the holy 
Scriptures ; if you do,it may look grim upon you perhaps in the 
day of account, F 7. Abſar. 
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(34) 
7. Abſar. Seventhly you fay, My opinioh deflioyes it ſelf, 


1 Anſwer, See what confidence will do :. poor man ! becauſe 
you haye not truth on your fide, you are fain to make up your 
arguments with confidence and repetitions: how often have we 
had this,that Chriſt hath farisfied for the (ins of the EleA? when 
as he hath (in your ſence) ſatisfied for no mans (10s; that is, fo 
as that they are pardoned without any condition in thems fee 
Matth.6.14, | 7 

You make tir about the fin of unbelief, that Chriſt hath 
| fatisfied for that. I deny not but that he hath ſatisfied for chat 
as much as for any other, that is ( to ſpeak plainly) he hath 
done ſo much for all (ins, and for all mens fins, that if they cor - 
rigue not in uabelicf and hardneſs of hear!, they may have remi(- 
fioa of fins, one as freely as another : other ſatisfaioa hath he 
made none, for any perſons whatſoeyer , as hath beea already 

roved. 
: Now dear friend , 1beſcech you, for Chriſt Jeſus ſake read 
my Book without prejudice.and be not wedded to your own 0» 
pinion e for itis moſt certainly a rotten foundation, and-will de= 
ceive yon ar laſt, | 

I beſeech you ſearch the Scriptures, and beg of God to give 
you light, that your poor ſoul may not be deceived, nor God ſo 
fadly diſhonoured, or abuſed, by brioging him and his eminen: 
aQs of love, grace, power and juſtice, under the controwle of 
your low and Noyel opinions - For the prevention of which, it 
ſhall be the dayly prayer of him, who in ſincerity can ſay, He 


is a real loyer of your ſoul, 
William Pedelſden. 


—— 
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GREED 
Ora/mmuch as therr be er {ons that reading Mr. 
| Don Book, and my "an 4.e - it may yet wn 
woſath fied, and be in denbt which of ma ® inthe ermth , in 
the points new in centroverſie;, I thowg bt it expedrent for 
the binefit of all( as well as of M*.Hobſon) totaks fowe pains 
about the clearing uy of the riches of Gods lows to all mar 
kind, bis deſires to ſave them,that yet wilfully periſh,the way 
ard manner of ſaving then, and bow Ele ion aud KReproba- 
tion ſtandetb, and on what they do depend and bow the moſt 
conſiderable Objeftions againſt the truth hereof may be an- 
ſwered. 

In the proſecution whereof I ſhall endeavour 4s much as 1 
can, to uſe ſo convenient a method, and plainneſs, and brevi- 
t7 alſe, as may neither burthen your nuder ſtanding r,nor your 
memory, Be it therefcre preſented unto you in this Order. 
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CHAP. I. 
And firft of the Creation. 
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power, we know of; beginning thea to execu;e in time, 
his counfl and decrees that were from eyerlaſting. 

The world is that whole frame of Gods building , confilting 
both of heaven and earth,with all things thereunto appertaiging, 
according to the plat or model in the mind and purpole of God, 
who hath built all things, He6.3-4+ in which he hath manifefted 
the inviſible things of his wiſdom and goodneſs, co his own glo- 
ry,Rom.1 20. F 2 There» 
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'T HE Creation of the world was the firſt AR of Go1s 
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Thereia he made creatures of ſundry fhatures,motions,and per- 
feftions, to ſundry ends. 

Aboye others, he made Man, in more excellent perfeRions, to 
a more excellent ead, | | 

For he created Man in the Imzg2 and form of God, as far as 
was met for a creature to partake of the D!vine Nature; that 
Was be good, but mutable. 

He my be faid to be in the Image of God in other three things, 
2+ Underſtanding and Wil , 2+ in Holyneſs and Righteouſneſs, 
3« in Immortality and Blefſedneſs. Theſe three were ſubalternate 
one to the others Underftagding and Will coRighteouſneſs,Righ- 
reouſneſs to Bleſſedneſs, Blefſedneſs to be the reward of Righte- 
ouſneſs , and Righteouſneſs to be che work of willingneſs ; for 
Vertue is not meeeffitatis, ſed volnntathh. 


CHAP. I, 
Of Gods governing Man, 


"A FTER Man was thus Created, Gods next AR accord» 

"& ing to his eternal counſel, was, to govern Man thus crea- 
ted, as he mighe uſe his PerfeRions, and attain his End. 

Tn this Goyerament, God as the Supream Lord was to come 
mand, and Man as hiscteatnre and yaſſal was to obey # yet Go4 
being a free and gratious Lerd , and Man not a brute , bur a 
reaſonable and free ſervant, it pleaſzd his Lord todeſcend 
and come into a Covenant with him , as is uſed between party 
and party. The Summe' of this Coyanant was, Do this (viz. 
_=_ I command you) «ud you (hat live, if not , you ſhal 

bee. ; 
- TheLaw Natural, or Moral, written in the heart of man, 
comprehended all che works that were to be done by him, 

The Law Poſitive, namely, chat one of abftainiag from the 
fruit of the tree in the midſt of the garden Edes, was a tryal and 
experiment of his obedieacc,and the exerciſe of the duties of the 


Law Moral, ia a particular : to man appertained the obſerying 
DB 
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6f theſe Laws; to God appercained the performance of the 
=_— of life to man obſerying them , as being fairhful in the 
OVenancs , 


CHAP. III. 
Of the fall of Man, and its effetr. 


'D A AM being tempted by Saran ,. did tranſgieſs that one 
eafie Commandment, and ſo became guilty of all; and 
looſing his Righteouſneſs, he forfeited his happyneſs by 
fin , the breach of Gods Commandment and Coyc- 
Nants , 
This fin of his was voluntary , nor necefſary, (though he (in- 
ned beigg tempted by another) for he had (trength enough given 
him of God , and more was ready to haye been ſupplied unto 
him, if he had craved it; whereby he might haye vanquiſhed the 
tempter, and have ſtood firm in his obedience : bur he williogly 
conſented and yielded to the deceiver, 

This fall was not cauſed by God ( though foreknown } 
bur onely permitted, when God i! he would could have hiadred 
Ks 


But God permitted it, 

Firft, becauſe he weuld not impeach the freedom of will that 
he had givea unto man. - 

Secondly, becauſe he ſaw it would offer him a fair occaſion to 
manifeſt his wiſdom and goodneſs yer more graciouſly chen he 
had. done in the Creation, which alſo he had forethought on, 
namely by his Son Jeſus Chriſt his ſuffering z intending by che 
obedience of that one man to make many rightrow , as by 
the diſobedience of one man, many were made Sin- 
erg. 

Thirdly,becauſeGod knew it would offer unto man a juſt occa» 
fion(if he were dealt withal again in a ſecond Coyenant)both ro 
be more thankful,& more wary & careful:& ſo many more likely 
to be ſaved by akcondCoyerant,made with man fallzp,then would 

| baye 
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'have beea by-che firſt, if Adow had Rood : for natural perſeQi» 
ons eaſily beger pride and confidence in our (clyes, which is the 
firſt degree of averſion from God, and the beginning of ruine 
but wants and weakneſſes do humble us,and make us fly roGod, 
and cleaye more cloſe co him. 

That the fall of mza was known to God , brfore the decree 
| of Creation, I deny noty for the Creation it ſelf doth declare no 

leſs, where there are inflioite things prepared for mans uſe, _ 
as fallen z as all Medicinal herbs prepared for Pyſick : Phyſic 
preſumeth fickaeſs, and (ickneſs preſumech (io, 

The effedts of this fall of man are rwofold : withia bim,aad 
without him, : 

Wirhin him, that which is called original (in, comprehending 
both the loſs of his original righteouſneſs, and of his ſupernatu- 
ral perfeRtions, and alſo the decay of his very natural facul» 
ties, from whence floweth a continuat lufting after that which is 
evil, and a repugnanceto that which is good ; which los is re» 
_ again by che grace of God, in the Goſpel of Jclus 

hrift, 

The eff: of the rave man, are compriſed uader the 
curſe of the ground, the ſubjeR of mans labour, comprehending 
all che niſeriesof this life, and under the ſentence of death com- 
prehending both death, and all the miſerics that belong unco it, 
I mean the firſt death” .. 

Theſe effe&s of the fall of Adam, took place hot one- 
ly upon hinaſelf, bur on all his poſterity, becauſe God held 
him as the whole nature of Mankiade. 


_—_— 


CHAP.IV. 
Of the Covenant of Grace 
He next AR of Gads eternal Counſel RM the reſtauration 


of maafall?n: for the moſt wiſe and mighty God having 
created the world for man, and maa far happynels in the fruition 
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of himſelf, would not ſuffer £9) the whole deftruRtion of his 


 ereatures- or the fruſtrating of his end, though he pleaſed to per- 


mir the depraving of his crea:ures, and to forſake one ill ſucceed- 
ing way, to take a better for the attainment of his end, 

Now what by the remiiges of Gods Image left in man, and 
what by the ſupply that God weuld make by his gracious help, 
miſerable Man was reputed by God a fit perſon once again to 
bea party in a Covenant, a Covenant of new conditions ſuiting 
ro the ſtate of a finger , but teading to the ſame ends, righteout- 
neſs, and life, . 

This Covenant is called the Coyenant of Grace : 

I. Firft, becauſe ic was freely made with man, 2 fianer, atcer- 
'y unworthy to have any morecommunion God. 

2, Becauſe in this the righteouſneſs and falvation of man, is 
wrought rather by Godthen by himſelt z man being more in 
receiving thenio giving , in believing then in doing ; yet hath ic 
the nature of a true Coyenanct, both parties having ſomething for 
either ro performs. ; 

God to ſend his Son and his Spirit to relieye the miſeries and 
wants of man, to forgive fins, to impute righteouſneſs, and to 
give lifeto ſuch as obey his Son and his Spirit. 

And Man, to humble himſelf for his fins to God his Crea- 
tor, to believe in Chriſt his Redeemer, and to yield himſelf cobe 
led by the word of God and Spiric. | 

But here are wo things affirmed, which may ſcem to require 
proof, Firſt, that the Coyenaac of Grace was made with all 
Mankinde. Secondly,that he ſupplieth by his Spirit whatſoever is 
needful ro the keeping of this Covenant, on the behalf of man, 
=_ is confeft wuypotent in himſelf through his former 

all, 

Theſe two ſhall by Gods affiſtance be ſufficiently proved after- 
ward, when I come to ſpeak of calling aad free will, Inthe 
mean time, let this ſuffice : 

Firſt,that we finde here in the day of the firſt publiſhing of the 
Covenant, all Mankinde in «A dazs and Eve, receiving the pro- 
miſe of . the Goſpel ac the ſame time that they received their pe- 
nances,which we ſce to be uaiyerſal co alltheir feed t ic is there=- 


fore mare then probable, that promiſes ſhould be whe. 
is 
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univerſal, fince tte wiſe do hays wpliend; favorer. | | 

Secondly, that we finde left after the fall, remains of ſome 
part of 'the Image of God as life, underſtanding of good agd 
evil, liberty of will in natural and civil things , conſcience accue 
fiog or exculigg, &c. Which though they were given at firſt by 
| Creation, and fo belong to nature,yet the Raying of them to re» 
main in man after his fall, was of .Gracey both romakehim ca- 
pable to contraRt and Covenant withal, and alſo to be ſome be» 
ginnings and principles in order to his reftauration:bur fince theſe 
alone are not ſufficient to make him able to riſe again, or recover 
righteouſneſs, it is decent to thigk of God who doth nothing im- 
perfeRly, and who in Covenantiog is no hard Matter, that he 
would ſupply by his Spirit , whatſceyer was needful more to the 
keeping of that New Covenant : upon which dependeth the e- 
ternal woe, or the eternal happineſs of che party Coyenanted 
Withs 


CHAP. V, 
Of Calling by the Word and Spirit. 


N\ALLING is the Revelation and Proclamation of the 
riches of Gods Grace in the Goſpel to all finners, com- 
manding repent ance towards God and faith towards owr Lord 
Jeſm Chriſt (ARt.20,21.) and promiſing of forginentſſe of 
fins and life everlafting to all that obey, AQt.2,38,39. 

Calling conſiſteth of twoeſſeatialparts, both which arercquiſite to 
make up one whole and perfeA work of calling.s.e. the ourward 
preaching of the word, and the inward operation cf the Spirit 
accompanying the word, 

There are many, and too many , that diſtioguiſh calling inco 
two kindes, one outward of the word onely, another inward of 
the Spirit joyned with the word:Thar they ſay is ineffeRtual, This 
effeAtual: Thar,common to the Reprobate, This, ſpecial and pe- 
culiar to the Ele That, neyer obeyed with cruch of heart, This 
neyer diſobeyed, Ro 
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This DoQrine is to be examined before we oiye it a let» p>(le, 
For my part , 1 diftinguiſh not two callings , but eempound 
ore callieg of the word ard Spirit, as ic were of a body and 

Soul, ſuppcfing it to haye in it ſeit power to bring forth eftc&t in 
all thatare under it : ad if ir do not fo, the cauſe nor to ariſe 
from the Calling, bur from the called that obey nor. 

A, Fordeclaring of this point , we are to confider , that the 
Spirit doth not go with the word, to make the hearer perform 
that which he can do already by natural Rrength ( for the Spi- 
rit is given to help where nature faileth)as ro keep waking.and to 
be attentive: for that which men cam bring of their owa (ireagth, 
God exprReth to finde and to meet: one caale therefore why to 
many the Spiric is not preſent tothe word , is when they are not 
preſent to the word through their ſoruſh carcleſneſs, 

Secondly,it muſt not be thought that the concurrence of the 
word and fpirit, is as it were aatural, neceſſary and inſeparable, 
bue yoluntary and arbicrary in the wiltaad good pleaſure of 
God, to ſuch as heartily pray for ir, for themſelyes and others : 
hence the Church of Chriſt prayerth before Sermons for the illu- 
minations and power of the Spirit co come with the word : Ag» 
other caſe then where the Spiric is pot co-working with the word 
many times, is when ic was not duly and diligently asked. 

Thirdly, there are men that are paſt grace,to whom the Spirir 
is not t with the word,ſuch as for their former negleR and 
contempt of the time of their viſitacion, wkenGod did call chem, 
are now given up to blindneſs and hardneſs, and have the lighe 
of the Spirit, and the dew of grace, held back from that word 
which is preached in their hearing by accident. 

Fourthly, ic muſt not be thought that the Spirit goes with the 
word, to work any grace'in any perſon whatſoever, but accorde 
ing to the order of diyise providence, who diſpenſeth his grace 
wiſely, which is thus i@ be declared : we are to diftinguiſh the 
word that calleth, the perſons that are called, and the operation 
of the Spirit by the word : the-word is either the Law or the: 
Goſpel: The Law hath two parts,and ſoalſo bath the Goſpel; 
a Commandment and a Promiſe. 2, The perſons called by God. 
in the Goſpel, are all manner of finners, bur conviſted, terrified, 


wounded, full of compunRion agd ma wrought: 
in 
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if them by the Spiric in the preaching of the Law, Xſatth.1 1. 
28. 3. The operations of the Spirit upon theſe men by the mi- 
niltry of the Goſpel, are 

Firft, ro open their eyes , to ſee the maryelous light of Gods 
mercy to ſinners 2 of the infinite love of Chriſt in dying for ſin» 
hers 2 of the powerful gifts and graces,and aids of che holy ſpirit 
to help and relieve the impotency and miſery of finners zto the 
end, that by this light , this opinion may be begotten in them, 
that it is poſſible for them to be recovered. 

Secondly, to pour into their hearts hope,or to ftay chem from 
deſperate finning or ſorrowing. 

Thirdly, to inſpire the grace of prayer, at leaft ro wiſh or de» 
fire , Oh that they might be ſo happy as to eſcape the wrath to 
come, and recover the love and fayour of God! 

Fourthly, to give them repentance, that is , to forrow for (in 
paſt witha godly ſorrow , and to purpoſe to break off fin, and 
to ceaſe from further offending God. 

Fifthly, to work in them faith, that is, to run to Chriſt,and to 
caſt rhemſelyes into the arms of his goodneſs and power to be 
ſaved him». 

Theſe graces, ih this order, the holy ſpirit is preſent and ready 
to work by the Goſpel, upon a fianer conyited, humbled, and 
prepared by the Law. And look what portion of powerthe 
Spirit had in the Law upon an unregenerate man to humblehim, 
the fame hath it in the Goſpel upon the humbled,to work in him 
hope; and him hopiag,to wia co wiſh and pray;and to him pray- 
ing to give repentance; to him repenting, to inſtill fath,and fo to 
juſtifie him, being juflified by faith. - | 

Now thiak not that the Spirit is preſent in the preaching of 

the Law to an uaregenerate man,ta give him ſtrength ronew obe- 
dicace preſently, becauſe it is preſent then to convince and cone 
dema his wickedneſs. The ſpirit is not preſent in the preaching 
oftheSofpel.to a man yet not penitent,co work in him peace,joy, 
loye, though it be preſent to work thele is the believer : for in 
ſhould theſe in him before faich , it ſhould work contrary 
tothe word. 

The Suname of all is this, The Spirit of God is annexed to 
his word for ſuch gifts and operations, as to which the hearcr is 
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a fic-diſpoſed ſubje&: there is 3 order in the divine working : 
wherein there are things antecedent, preparatives to things ſi 
ſequent; which antecedents if they found no place,and were not 
admitred, the ſubſequent are then ſuſpended, Hence is there {o 
frequent and jult ſeparation of the Spirit from the word by the 
great Paſtor of our ſouls , who walkerh in the midſt of the 
Churches. 

Thus much for the declaration of this pcint : for confirmation 
of it, I alledge all the Elogia of the word of God, as Pſal.19. 
The Law of the Lord u perfeft , converting the ſowl, &c, 
Heb.4- 12. The Word of God * quick, and powerful , 
Joh.17.17- Santtifie them by thy truth : thy word & the 
rr#th, &c, 

Bu that calling is the ſame, to them that obey not, as to them 
that obey, I (hall urge theſe two places more, Mar. $2.14. Ma- 
wy are called , but few are choſen) here many are diftribured 
inte@iwo forts; ſome that are called and not choſen, ſome that are 
calied and alſo choſen : for theſe few choſen are a part of thoſe 
many [called ] ſo that the whole many are put under one-and the 
ſame calling, which calling is not by the outward word alone, for 
from that calling ariſe none choſen , therefore the calling was by 
the word and ſpirit common to both : and the few choſen excel» 
led not in calling, but in ſomething elſe. to wit, in obeying the cal- 
ling » to come when others refuſed , or in coming worthily in a 
wedding garment, according to the parables 

The ocher place is, Adettb.1 2.41. [ The wen of Nineveh 
ſhall riſe wp'in judgement with this Generation, and ſpall con- 
denen ##, & Cc, | trom whence [ reafon thus.if Jones - to the 
Ninivizes without the ſpirit,how did they repent? if Jeſav preache 
withous, the ſame ſpirit,how is he greater then Jow 48? nay how is 
he equal in the powerof preachiag?aad if chey that diſobey be not 
equally called wich chem that obey,how can theſe riſe up1n judg» 

"meat «gaiaſt ther? when cheir anſwer is ready, We had not the 
ſame calling with youzours differed rots genere;you were partak- 
ers of an heavenly calling, we but of an earthly; you were called 
by the voice of God ſpeaking to your hearts, we but by the bare 
yoyce of men ſpeaking to the car 2 If God had moved and ex. 
cited us, as much as he did you, we would haye done as well as 
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you;. But God will got give occaſion for them thus to ſpeak, for 
he will ſo effeRually provide for all chem thac periſh , that they 
ſhall haye no excuſe, Rows.1.20.8& 2.1. 

Therefore I conclude that th: diftiaRtion of outward and in- 
ward, of effcKual and ineffeRual calling are vain, for theſe rea» 
ſons alſo, 

Ficſt , becauſe it giveth unworthily the aame of calling to the 
bare ourward preaching of che word, which may be a commane 
ding, bur not a [calling] a commanding as of che Law, but ot 
a calling xs of che Goſpel, ſeeing that the word of the New Coves 
nanc comzs tocall men to repentance and faith, for cheir recoye- 
ry, after notice taken of their impateacy to riſe again of cnem- 
ſelves, Ic (ems an inſulting mock and not a call,to ſay co finners, 
Turae, repeat, bcliey: and live, unleſs there bs ſom: grace prepa« 
red for them, whereby they miy bz able to repeat and be- 
lieve, 

Secoadly, becauſe it attributerh the eff:& of obsyiag the cal- 
ling.co the kinde of calling ic (elf ; as onely co one cauſe, ro wit, 
the operation of the Spiric, as if m1ny cauſes did not concur to 
produce on: eff: A,andas if ob:dieace cothe calling of od were 
not an aR of -the will of man, under the ayd of che Spirit of 
GoJ; as if che a1d of the Spirit were neyer refuſed, nor the grace 
of God never received in vain, For though God be Almighty, 
and able to draw all ſecond cauſes unco his part and (ide , he 
doth not uſe ro diſturb? or croſs the nature of cauſes, nor S Or- 
der of things, which himſelf hath eſtabliſhed. 

Thirdly, b:cauſe this diſtinRtion makes GoJs Covenant to 
diff:r from all Covenants in humane affaices; I mean, even that 
which is eſſential ro a Coycaant : for in a Covenant each par 
hach ſomething to perform z bur by this diſhaRioa, God is ſup= 
poſed both to provide infallibly co haye che conditions fulfilled , 
and alſo to fulfil his owa promiſes : whereas all that he un ders 
takes for us, is to make the conditions poſlible, aad not to be ® 
wanting in his helps. ſo far as is peedful for us. © +» 
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CHAP, VL. 
Concerning the queſtion of two equally called. 


V Hen ewo perſons are equally called, and one convert» 
eth, and the other no: (theſe both being ſuppoſe1 
poſſible) who is it that puts the diff:rence, God or mn ? 
'T anſwer, that *%is man that puts the difference, and not God. 
I ground chis anſweryfirft,upon che gighteous judgement of Gad, 
B:cauſe God judgeth not his own aR3, bur the aRs of men: (c- 
condly, becauſe every righteous juige findes a difference,and doth 
no: make any berween party and party. 

Who pur the diff:reace berween the Sacrifices of Cain and 
Abel but chemſelyes ? both alike infticuted in religioa by their 
father z God a cruz witneſs, teſtified of Abels gifc, as b:trer then 
Cains, Heb.1 1.4, 

Who put the difference berweea Pharearh and Nebuched- 
w#z,244 ? a$ to their aature both were men , as to their dignity 
both were Kings; as to their cauſe,both held the people of God 
in captivity; as totheir puniſhme-atzboth were mildly admoniſh- 
ed by chaſtiſements : what then occafioned their different ends ? 
nothing elſe, but chat one of them feaſible of Gods hind ,groan- 
ed under the memory of his owa iniquity; the other by his own 
free will fought againſt the moſt merciful yeriry of God. 

Suppoſe rwo perſons be equally tempted by the b:auty of one- 
fait body, whereof one yields co the temptation , the other perſe- 
yeres what he was beforegwhat elſe appears in theſe, bur thac one 
ly, that one would, and the other would not looſe his chaſti- 


b The difference b:tween the Ninevites repeating at the preach» 
Ing of Jonas,and of the Jews not repeating at the preaching of 
a greaterthen Jews , if God put it, hoy ſhall chey riſe up ig 
judgement and condema chele ? 
Buc that which makes i: ſo horrible to pious cars, ro ſay a man 
mk. es him(clf co differ from another, id che miſuaderſtanding of 
arora hnmpdrerre kb _ 
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that place 1 Cor.1.7. ho made thee to differ ? 2s alſo they 


ſay , that many Abſurdities will follow upon this afſerti»- 


Olts 

Let us firſt examine this notable place of Saint Pav/zind next 
thoſe Abſyrdities ſo much urged. 

I. We are here to note , that the Apoſtle ſpeaketh here of 
Elcquence, Kaowledge, Tongues, and the like gifts z not of faith, 
charity, repentance, converſion, and the likez we muſt not think, 
that becauſe in immediate gifts man doth riot put a difference, 
that therefore he in nothing makes himſelf to differ, 

] will demonſtrate this by a Reaſoa, why this text 
cannot be applyed to gifts neceflary to Salvation, 

Becauſe in chem God wills not that diffcrence'that is berween 
believers and unbelieyers, under the word of faich z but would 
have all believe and obey the Goſpel : this difference offcadech 
and diſpleaſerh God , and it proceedeth as much from the diſo- 
bedience of him that belieyeth nor, as from the obedience of him 
that believeth. 

But of thac part of the difference which is by diſobeying, God I 
erow is not the Author 3 For it is fin and ſhame co him thac want- 
eth faith, after the meane of faich afforded him, bue no blame to 
him that ſpeaketh not with tongues,or prophefreth notztheſe were 
=_ ſuddenly and immediately, without labour or means, buc 
aith and the reſt needfulto ſalyation,had meancs by which God 
gavethem: abour which means men might uſe different dili- 
gence. 

Being ſecure of this place of Saint Pas! , I come tothe Ab- 
furdities which ſome lay will follow, if man makehimſelfto dit- 
fer : they aretheſe, | 

I, That the ſaints haye no more to thank God for then the 
wicked. 

2. That one man may glory againſt another, for that he hath 


done ſomeching more then another did. ys 
graghly, 


To the firlt 1 anſwer, For matter of thankfalneſs,chat x5 
1s not therefore grace, becauſe it is given co one and denyed ro a- 
nother, but becauſe it is giyea tothe unworthy (for grace were 
nor the leſs but the greater,if it were givea unto all) ſo my thanks 
are not therefore giyen to God becauſthe hath been merciful un» 


to 


| 


us 


— 


| Art. res. 
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to memorethen to others, bur becauſe he hath been merciful ut- 
to me unworthy; and my thanks are not diminiſhed becauſe ma-» 
ay more are partakers with me in the ſame benefics, but greater , 
and ſhould have been yet greater, had more till been partakers 
then are. This is a good rule forthankfulneſs 3 But take heed 
of Phariſees forme of thanks for graces , with compariſon to 0» 
ther folks, & Lord I thank thee,1 am act like other men,or as this - 
publican, &c, Indeed as ſome pur thecaſe of magkind like a 
company of Rebels , out of which the King chuſerh whom be: 
pleaſech to pardon, and executes the reſt with the ſword , Thoſe 
pardoned owe thankes for their pardon , morethanks for 
culling them-our, that were like to the reſt in rebellion. But the 
Scripture purs not the caſe of mankiade fo ; but rather thus 2 


-God by the Goſpel as a King , mercifully proclaims a general 


ardon to all the Rebels in ſuch a County,upon condition that he 
t comes in and yields his (word,ar.d cakes at the Kings Payili- 
on 2 ticket of his pardon, ſhall be free to go home and injoy 
the ſtate of a good SubjeRtz bur they that Rand out and reſule 
this grace, be after ſuch a day, puriued with fire and ſword.. 
They that ſubmit , magnifie theamplitude of the Kings mercy , 
ſorrow for ſuch as ftand out.and jullifie his execution done upon 
fRubborn and ungrateful Rebels. M*, Hobſon (and others) 
think to win greater thanks to God, by awplifyiag his grace 
upon. one confideration of ſparing ſome ſimply , but with preju- 
dice to his truth proclaimed to all, I chiak co win greater thanks 
to God by amplifying his grace upon another conſideration of 
ſparing all upon fayourable conditions according to the Goſpel, 


. the molt wiſe comprehenſion of the grace, mercy, juſtice, and 


truth of the Almighty, 

Tathe ſecond abfurditie I anfwer, For matter of gloryiog ler 
this Rue ftand firm, Qui gloriatar,in Domine glorietur , Let 
bins that glorieth glory in the Lord, or let him not gloty at all, 
Remember again that the gifts of God are either immediate 
proceeding from himſelf aloge, as prophecy, tongues, &c. or 
mediate, fuch as proceed from Gods grace, and mans will roge= 
ther, of the immediate there is no glorying , 1 have already; 


But for gifts mediate, as faith, repentance, and obedicace, in 
aty 
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afy particular duty , they muſt be conſidered as dowa Des, and 
2s Debita 4 nobs, as the gifts of God,and as our duties gas the 
gifts of God wrought in us by his grace, preventing. telping and 
ftrergthning us, there is go glorying of tkem neirher bur in the 
Lordito St. Pawl glorieth,1Cor.15.10.P lus ommbuu laboravi, 
t have labeured more then they ally yet not I, but the grace 
of God with me , which grace was met invain, Phil.4.1 3, 
I have the Art both to «hound and to want ,&c. I am able 
$0 do allthings through Chriſt that ftrengchens me: here glo- 
rying is excluded alſo, becauſe I do aor do, without being help- 
ed by grace: thowgh Ipreach the Goſpel! (faith Pan!) I have 
nothing to glory of : for nezeſſity is laid upon me, and wok 
me rf [ preach not the Goſpel: So wo is me if I beheye not 
the Goſpel (may the hearer ſay) what matter of boaſting is it, 
fora man to have kept himſelf from ſome deteſtable crimewhere- 
into another ruſheth hinaſelf co hell ? Yet I pray do not exclude 
all kinde of glorying, not that which Saint Paw/ names in 
2 Cor.1.12. The ay of 4 good Conſcience,is (ome com- 
| fortand joy; hethat wanteth thar,hath an eyil conſcience : let 
Innocency waſh her hands withourt a check of yain glory, let $4- 
wwel call witneſs of his integrity , and Nebemiab record his 
own good deeds, Neb.5.1 5. The fofmer Governors before 
me bad been chargeable to the people ;, even their ſervants 
bare rule over them, but ſo did not 1, becauſe of the fear of 
the Lords ITS 
1 anſwer yet further , whatſoever haye been our eadeayours 
and labours more then others , who is ſo yoyd of piety and un- 
derfiandinggthat doth not aſcribe his good ſucceſs unto God the 
fountain of all good, and che univerſal and principal cauſe of all 
happy events? che form of the Saints rejoycing therefore is thus 
conceived : —— Not unto #« O Lord,not unto us but to thy 
uame be the glory, this [wot unto 1] implics that ſomething 
hath been done by us , and that mans corrupt heart is too ready 
to claim ſome glory.co it ſelf forit : bur trye wiſdom and piety 
ſoon remoyeth it, and-laich, Not wwto xs O Lord,but wnto thy 
vame be glory. 
Neither cruly ſhould theſe poor things of the will of man, whe 
ther endeayour or labour, yielding or obeying have been m 
| na 
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hamed, the ſame day that Gods ib works are ramed,had 
there not been a neceſſity compelling thereunto. They have 
com me, who under a colour of magnifying the grace of 

and of juſtly reproying thoſe that have b:en adulatores 

Natwre , areturned themſelyes adu/atores Gratie, So far 
forth, that by them Satan ſecketh co ſubyert the truth and righte- 
ouſneſs of God, and to extinguiſh and deftroy all piety and re- 
ligion in men, bringing into the world a Rupid floth for ſome, a 
remorſleſs infidelity and impenitency for others; and an invinci- 
ble deſperation and hardneſs for otherſome, being the natural 
off-ſpring of that DoAtriae, that takes away all manner of will 
from men in matters of Salyation, chat curas the general promi- 
ſes of the Goſpel into particular and private, that limits an eſpe- 
cial kinde of grace , which is onely effeQtual to a few ſecret ones 
by a direR decree;the reſt being left defticute of true grace, though 
they be called by the word of the Goſpel, 


CHAP. VII 
Of Free wil. 


A Ogcertiing free will, I chought good to ſpeak a few words, 
| and ho more then I have great Antiquity for, beſides the 
word of God. The commands and threatniogs of Almighty 
God in Scripture, whereby man is called upon and put in mind 
what God will haye him do , moft eyidently doth declare that 
man hath free will,ftill after the fall, as appears in ſuch places as 
theſe , Be wet overcome of #vil, Rom.1 3. Neglelft not the 
ace that is inthee, 1 Timeq. Love not the World, 1 Joh.2, 
If thos wilt emter imo life;keep the commandments, Math, 
19, Which undoubtedly ſhould be ſaid in yain, if there were 
ao facultie-or power left in man whereby he may (by the help of 
grace (if he will receive it when *is offered him) underſtand and 
Gods commandments. 
his free will we may conyeriently deſcribe rbus,to be a certain 
power of the will, joyned with ———— a reaſonable crea- 
ture 
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rure without conſtraint diſcerneth and willeth good and evilzbue 
it willeth not acceptable good , except it be ho[pen by grace; but 
that which isevil ir willeth of it ſelf. | 


CHAP. IL 
Conterxing falling fron: Grace. 


Hat a man who is really and truly in the Rate of grace and 
T ſalvatiog may fall, I will prove firtt by theſe two texts, 
Math.24.13. and Ezck,13.22. the firſt hath the promiſe of 
ſalyation to him that continueth co the end 3 out of which I col- 
le& rwo thiags ; Firſt, that he to whom ſalyation is promiſed 
if hecontinue, is in the right in which he ſhould contiauegand is 
{> ripe and firt5r falyation,thac if hebur continue ſuch,he ſhall be 
ſaved, 2» That he whois thus excited co continue, is preſup- 
poſed poſſible to fall away, deny che ith; and imbrace this pre 
ſeat world : the anſwer that ſome reſt in is to no purpoſe ,s.e, that 
means muſt be uſed in regard of our weakneſs; but in regard of 
Gods EleRion, and Chrilts interceffion we cannot but Rand , for 
if two pillars b: (ſtrong enoughto brar up ſuch a houſe as $4 
ſon was in with the Philiſtines , what need other ſupporter be- 
fides ? . 
The ſecond text, is thatof Ezrk,1t8.21,26,27. Which by 
no evaſion can be avoided, if the.comparilon there between a 
righteous man and & wicked be well obſerved: for deay you in 
any Wiſe that a righteous man Can turne from his righteouſneſs 
2nd ie, and I will with the like reaſon deny that a wicked man 
may turne from his wickedneſs and live ; and ſo we ſhall ſol- 
vere Scrigturas , make void the holy ward of God : if a ſup» 
poficion purterh nothing ia the one , it pucteth nothing in the o* 
ther; if it b2 ever ſeen that a wicked man turns from his wick 
edneſs and lives, then it mzv as well be ſeen that a righteous man 
eirns from his righceoufnes and dies, 
L-t me ade this one Argument more, that the regenerate 
fall:a inzo mortalfia is northen filime Dei, I: is taken out of 


I Job, 
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1Joh.3.9. He that & bornof God, doth nit commit fn , for 
bu ſeed remains within him, and he cannot /in, beeanſe he us 
born of God. 

I ſhall bere do two things at once, overthrow the Rrongell 
Arguments of my Opponeats , and I ſhall retort the text una« 
yoydably upon themelyes, that is, by giving the true ſence of 
that place.” The ſcope of Saint Jobs is not to preve thatthey 
that are born of God, cannot depart or change, from righteoul- 
neſs to fin, or that there cannot be a ſucceſſion of theſe two z for 
this in the Apoſtles time was-out of queſtion z Bur his ſcope is 
co prove that theſe two cannot conſiſt or ſtznd together, (which 
the will of the fleſh would faia have) to be born of God, and 
to commit (deadly) fin, They did admit for true, that he that 
had been the member of an Harlot, might by repentance become 
the member of Chriſt; and that the member of Chriſt mighc 
become the member of an Harloc , by falling into adultery : 
Bur that a man might be ar once a member of an Harlot, and a 
member of Chriſt, that they denyed, theſe expelling one the 0» 
ther. If we have entertaiged Chriſt in the Inne of our hearts, 
we put the Devil co flight preſently: if we fin, and by the gate of 
fin give eatragce_to the Deyil, torthwith Chriſt departs ; ler 
them conſider this, who defend David to be ill born of God, 
when he ſtood guilty of Adultery and murther 3 But they count 
it ridiculous to ſay we be ſo often born of God, as we repent of 
fin z it is more lamentable tofall oft into ſuch fins, then ridicu- 
lous to be often renewed by repentance ; becauſe in our natural 
birth we are born but once, therefore they will have it that in our 
Spiricual we are born but once : There is no neceſſity in this con- 
ſequence : ir ſhould ſeem then that Saint Paw! was not aware of 
this Argument,when he ſaid, Gal.4-19, My little Children, 
of whom I travel in birth ag ain, untill Chriſt be formed in 


ow. 
This text of Saint Job», may be underſtood with much eaſe, 

if we do but conſider the acceptation of the word | cannot | there, 
He that « born of God | cannot | ſin, rendring this Reaſon, be- 
canſe be is bory of Ged ; that is, He cannot lawfully, becauſe 
in bis new birth he had fo ſolemnly engaged himſelf co Jeſus 
Chriſt in Baptiſme,that if he ſhould now return to fin, he would 
be perjured and forſworn. H 2 Like 


| (52) , 

Like this is that of Saint {Er Rom.6.2,3. How ſhall we 
that are dead to fin , (that is, by Baptiſme) live any longer 
therein? not, how ſhall we [ poſſibly] for *Fwas poſſible, for he 
exhorts them ver ſe 1 2.not to let fin reign in their mortal bodies. 
But how (ha1l we {lawfully} fince that you have covenanted a«- 
gainſt ir, giving your ſelyes up in Baptiſme to be dead to fin, and 
toriſe our from thence un"o newnels of life? you ſhculd do 
well to read t} 23 Chapter ſeriouſly, as tothis point, 

It is ordinary in our common locutioa, if we (ee a man doing 
that which is bath unlawful, and which he hath yowed againſt, 
to {ay to himjt 15 more then you can do , meaning, with a good 
conſcience, Like this Saint Paw hath a ſaying, in 2 Cor. 13.8, 
We ean do nothing againſt the truth , but for the truth. Buc 
for further ſatisfaction to my ingenuous Reader, I refer him to 
that famons and worthy work of Mc. Jobs Goodwin of Londen, 
intituled Redemption Redeemed, in which not onely theſe Scri 
ewes » bur alſo all others chat are uſually brought againſt & 
points now in controyerfic , are molt amply handled, and the 
truth eyinced beyond all exception, 


CHAP. IX, 
Concerning Foreknowledge in God, 


Here be many that by fore-knowledge will needs unders 
and approbation and love, rather then knowledge pro- 
perly takentbut that cannot be, becauſe then the Apoſtle Pau/and 
Peters difference between fore-knowledge, and to predeſtinare, 
to fore- know, and to EleR, would be quite taken away. Bur 
if any ſhould contend to haye it fo notwithſtanding, I will fetch 
a poor Almanack , to wipe away this gloſs by the common uſe 
of the word Prognoltication, 
Therefore though God approveth ot, yet he fore-ſees all 
:hings, or rather ſees them as preſent to him, 
Which fore-knowledge, or knowledge, doth not lay a nece(- 
firy upon the thiogs foto be : for the yery nature of as 6 
ot 
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doth tot imply a heceflicy that che thing muſt , but a certainty 
thac it will bez as for example 2 When I ſce a man walk, and 
at the ſame time ſee the ſun ſhine, I ſee the firſt as yoluntary,and 
the ſecond as natural : and though at the inſtant that I ſee both 
done, there is a neceſſicy that they be done , (or elſe 1 could not 
ſeethem when I do) yer before they were done , there was a ne- 
cefſity but of onely one (4.6. the ſun ſhining) but none at all of 
the other (4.e, of the mans walking) the ſun could not but ſhine, 
being a nacural agent z the man might not have walked, beipg a 
yolugtary one 2 upon which it followes , There is a twofcld ne» 
ceſſicy,one abſolute, the other on ſuppoſition 3 the abſolute is that 
. by which a thing moves when *cis forced, the Suppoſicive is thac 
by which a man ſhall be damaed, if he die impenicent the lar- 
ter of theſe (though not the firſt) doth mighty well conſiſt with 
the liberty of mans will, and Gods conditional decrees, 

I am now writing , and God foreſavw that I am writing g yer 
it followes not that I muſt needs write , for I can chuſe. What 
God fore-ſees will be , will certainly come to paſſe ; but it will 
come to paſs ſo as he forefaw it, that is, I will do it of choile. 

IF all things are preſent to God (as indeed they are) his fore- 
fight muſt needs be all one with our fight, As wnerefore when 1 
ſee a man dance as he pleaſes; it is neceſſary that he doth what 
I ſee he doth: but yer my looking on doth not make it necef{t» 
ry; for;that a thing may be certain in reſpeR of its event , and 
yer not neceſſary in reſpeR of its cauſe, is no news at all to a con= 
fdering perſon, who will but duly diftinguiſh Gods O nniſcieace 
from his Omniporence. 

They that make the fore-knowledge of God to be the cauſe 
of all furure eveats, muſt needs father all the wickedneſs in the 
world upon him, for he fore-knowes the evil as well as the good, 
he fore-knew that Adam would fall, that the Jews would crue» 
cifie Chriſt,that Judas would betray him, with all other wicked» 
neſs in other men : but his fore»knawledge did not cauſe them to 
do it, for they were voluntary agents, orelſe could not be faid - 
wickedly to haye done what they did do, . 


Omueries- 


— 
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Queries on the nyiverſal love of God to all mankinde. 


1, J& Chriſt died not for all , what ground hath any man to 
believe he dyed for him? _ 

2. How can God be ſaid tobe juſt,in caſe he condemns thoſe 
perſons for whom Chrilt neyer died ? | 

3. How can remiſſion of fins be preached to thoſe for whom 
Chriſt never died ? 

4. Whether do men periſh becauſe Chrift died not , or be» 
cauſe they believed not ? if beeanſe Chriſt died not, itis not 
their unbelief which deftroyes them : but they periſh becauſe 
Chriſt never died for them, or becauſe there is ao Chriſt for them 
to believe in. 

5. 1f Chriſt did not die for all ,” wherefore do they exhort all 
to repentance, and call upon all men to belieye ? or would you 
make ſome men belieye and fo be fayed, which Chriſt never died 
for? , = 

6, Whether hath not Chriſt given out a power or ability 
to all men, to believe on him ? | | 

7, Whether the fault be in Chriſt or in the Creature, that the 
Creacure is not ſaved? if the fault be not in Chrift that the Crea« 
ture is not ſayed, then, whether hath nor Chrilt given out a pow» 
er Or ability to belieye ? 

8, Whether unbelief be the condemaing (in ? if unbelief be 
the condemning (in, and ſinners be condemned for not believing 
Which never had a power to belieye, where then is the fault ? 

9. whether God hath not appointed all co be ſayed, with this 
proviſo or condirion, if they belieye ? $ 

Io. Whether was not Adamin a ſtate of grace before his 
fall? which if fo, whether did hot Adam: fall from orace, and 
we ia him ? 

I 1 Waat1s theſtate of infants by generation from Adam ? 
—_ are they in a ſtate of falyacion, or ina Rate of damna- 
tion 
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3; If Chriſt died not for af men, then Ichink it were a ſin 
for ſome men to believe he died for them , becauſe they ſhould 


believe a lie.af chey (ſhould belieye that Chriſt dyed for them, ſee-- 


_ ing hedid not, if they ſpeak true which ſay he died not for all. 
-.. 4- If chere were ſom: for whom Chrili died-nor, ſuch 
perſors ſhould be exempted or freed from the condemaation of 


unbelief , or treading underfoot the blood of the Covenant by 


which they were ſan@tified, if it were true that Chrift had nor 
ohee died for them 2 for how can that man crucifie Chriſt afreſh, 
or tread underfoor therþlopd-hy/whith be was ſanRified , for 


whom oo Chriſt died, Or hO lopd was ſhed, if chey lay rrue that . 


ſay, Chriſt died nox for all ? 


5. If Chriſt died not for all, Satan in perſwading people that 
Chriſt died nc: for them, doth not evilif that be true that Chriſt 


died- 
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